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LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM TENNENT.* 


[From the Assembly’s Missionary Magazine. ] 


Amonc the duties which every 
generation owes to those which 
are to succeed it, we may reckon 
the careful delineation of the 
characters of those whose exam- 
ple deserves, and may invite imi- 
tation. Example speaks louder 
than precept, and living practi- 
cal religion has a much greater 
effect on mankind than argument 
or eloguence. Hence, the lives 
of pious men become the most 
important sources of instruction 
and warning to posterity ; while 
their exemplary conduct affords 
the best commentary on the 
religion they professed. But 
when such men have been re- 
markably favoured of God, with 
unusual degrees of light and 
knowledge, and have been hon- 
oured by the special and extraor- 
dinary influences of his Holy 
Svirit, and by the most manifest 
and wonderful interpositions of 
divine Providence in their be- 
half, it becomes a duty of more 


than common obligation, to hand 
down to posterity the principal 
events of their lives, together 
with such useful inferences as 
they naturally suggest. A neg- 
lect of this duty, even by persons 
who may be conscious of the 
want of abilities necessary for the 
complete biographer, is greatly 
culpable ; for, if the strictest 
attention be paid to the truth of 
the facts related, and all ex- 
aggeration or partial representa- 
tion be carefully avoided, the 
want of other furniture can be no 
excuse for burying in oblivion 
that conduct, which, if known, 
might edify and benefit the 
world. 

The writer of these memoirs 
has difficulties of a peculiar kind 
to encounter, in attempting to 
sketch the life of that modest, 
humble, and worthy man, whose 
actions, exercises, and senti- 
ments he wishes to record. 
Worldly men, who are emulous 


* We understand, that these Memoirs are from the pen of a learned lay- 
man, eminent for his piety, eloquence and liberality, and the intimate friend 
of Mr. Tennent. His narrative may, therefore, be relied on as authentic. 
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to transmit their names to follow- 
ing ages, take care to leave such 
materials for the future historian, 
as may sécure the celebrity which 
they seek. But the humble 
follower of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, whose sole aim is the glo- 
ry of God, in the welfare of im- 
mortal souls, goes on, from day 
to day, as seeing Him who is 
invisible, careful to approve him- 
self anly to the Searcher of 
hearts, regardless of worldly 
fame or distinction, and leaving it 
to his heavenly Father to reward 
him openly, in the day of final ac- 
count. ‘The writer of such a 
man’s life must principally rely 
on a personal acquaintance with 
him, and the communications of 
his intimate friends, for the infor- 
mation which shall be imparted 
tothe public. In these circum- 
stances it is peculiarly embarrass- 
ing if some of the facts to be re- 
corded are of such a nature, that 
it is most desirable to have their 
authenticity so fully established, 
that incredulity shall be con- 
founded, and the sneer of the 
sceptical and profane lose its ef- 
fect. But the writer of the 
foliowing narrative, though pla- 
ceed in these circumstances, and 
having such facts to detail, has 
nevertheless determined to pro- 
ceed. He has refreshed and 
corrected his own recollection, 
by the most careful inquiries that 
he could possibly make of oth- 
ers, until he is well assured, that 
what he shall state is incontesta- 
ble truth. From the very nature 
of several things, of which an ac- 
count will be given, they do not 
indeed admit of any other direct 
testimony than that of the re- 
markable man to whem they re- 
late. But if there ever was a 
person, who deserved to be be- 


lieved unreservedly on his own 
word, it was he. He possessed 
an integrity of soul and a sound- 
ness of judgment, which did ac- 
tually secure him an unlimited 
confidence from all who knew 
him. Every species of decep- 
tion, falsehood, and exaggeration 
he abhorred and scorned. He 
was an Israelite indeed, in whom 
there was no guile. With such 
materials, then, as have been 
mentioned, and for a work of 
such character as has been hint- 
ed, the writer has undertaken his 
task. He has undertaken what 
he would most gladly have re- 
signed to an abler hand; but 
from which, as no other offered, 
he dared not withhold his own. 
He could wish that speculative 
and even unbclieving minds 
might be instructed and convinc- 
ed by these memoirs. But his 
principal object, andthat in which 
he trusts he shall not be entirely 
disappointed, is to direct, assist, 
and comfort pious souls, groan- 
ing under the pressure of the 
calamities which they often have 
to endure in their pilgrimage 
through the wilderness of this 
world. 

The late Rev. Wittiam TEN 
NENT, Of I’reehold, in the county 
of Monmouth, in the State of 
New Jersey, of whom we write, 
was the second som of the Rev. 
William Tennent, minister of 
the gospel at Neshaminy, in 
Bucks county, in the state of 
Pennsylvania. This last gentle- 
man was originally a minister of 
the church of England, in the 
then kingdom of Ireland, where 
he was born and received his 
education. He was chaplain to 
an Irish nobleman, but being 
conscientiously scrupulous of 
conforming tothe terms impo- 
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sed on the clergy of that king- 
dam, he was deprived of his liv- 
ing. He now became acquaint- 
ed with the famous Gilbert Ken- 
nedy, of —, a Presbyterian 
minister, who had also been per- 
secuted for his religious: princi- 
ples, and soon after married his 
daughter. Finding it difficult to 
continue at home with any satis- 
factory degree of usefulness, and 
his family increasing, after afew 
years he determined to emigrate 
to America, where he was en- 
couraged to hope for a greater 
liberty of conscience, as well as 
the prospect of being employed 
in extending the Redeemer’s 
kingdom in that new world. He 
arrived at Philadelphia. in the 
summer of 1718, with his wife, 
four sons, and one daughter. 
His sons were, Gilbert, who was 
afterwards the pastor of the sec- 
ond Presbyterian church in Phila- 
delphia ; William, the subject of 
these memoirs; John, who be- 
came pastor of the church at 
Freehold, and died at the age of 
twenty-five years; and Charles, 
afterwards minister of the Pres- 
byterian church at Whiteclay 
creek, whence he removed to 
Buckingham, in Maryland. 
William Tennent, the father, 
on his first coming to America, 
settled at East Chester, in the 
then province of New York, and 
afterwards removed to Bedford. 
In a short time he was called to 
Bucks county, in Pennsylvania, 





and preached at Bensalem and 


Smithfield; but soon after set- 
tled permanently at Neshaminy, 
inthe same county. Being skill- 
ed in the Latin language, so as to 
speak and write it almost as well 
as his mother tongue, a good 
proficient also in the other learn- 
ed languages, and well read in 
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divinity, he determined to set up 
a school for the instruction of 
youth, particularly of those de- 
signed for the gospel ministry, 
as the best service he could ren- 
der to God and his new adopted 
country ; education being then 
at a very low ebb. There ap- 
peared, in his apprehension, a 
very large field for the propaga- 
tion of the gospel, could a suffi- 
cient number of faithful labour- 
ers be foun for so gveat a har- 
vest. A learned ministry, he 
well knew, was necessary to the 
sure foundation of the church of 
Christ, especially in anew coun- 
try, so peculiarly exposed to 
every invader, and where the 
enemy might so successfully sow 
tares among the wheat. In pursu- 
ance of this design, he establish- 
ed an academy, and built a house, 
since known by the name of the 
log-college. 

Soon after his arrival in Bucks 
county, on full consideration, he 
left the church of England, and, 
to enlarge his sphere of useful- 
ness, determined to join the Pres- 
byterian church. Accordingly, 
he applied to the synod of Phila- 
delphia for admission into their 
communion ; and, on due exami- 
nation, and complying with their 
stated rules, he was very cordial- 
ly received. At the first meet- 
ing of the synod afterwards, he 
addressed that venerable body, in 
an elegant Latin oration, which 
added greatly to his celebrity, 
and increased the hopes of his 
friends as to the success of the 
institution he had founded. To 
erect and support such an impor- 
tant seminary of learning, out of 
his own private purse, at that 
early period, in a new country 
just rising from a savage wilder- 
ness, and to devote himself to so 
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severe a service, in addition to 
his pastoral charge, was a boon to 
his generation, that at this day 
cannot be easily nor sufficiently 
appreciated. 

His expectations, in a few 
years, were more than realized. 
In this institution the principal 
men of the day, and many of the 
Presbyterian clergy, were educa- 
ted, and added greatly to the in- 
crease and usefulness of their 
churches. The late Rev. Messrs. 
Rowland, Campbell, Lawrence, 
Beatty, Robinson, and Samuel 
Blair, with many others, were 
among the number of his pupils, 
and thought themselves honoured 
by being considered as sons of 
this humble seminary. Here al- 
so his own four sons received 
their education, and were prepar- 
ed for their important services. 
Had these been the only fruits of 
that infant academy, America 
would have reason te rejoice, and 
to render thanks to that God, who 
directed this gentleman to visit 
her shores. 

His second son, WHdLtiam, 
who is the subject of these 
sketches, was born on the 3d day 
of June, 1705, in the county of 
Antrim, in Ireland, and was just 
turned of thirteen years when he 
arrived in America. He applied 
himself, with much zeal and 
industry, to his studies, and made 
great proficiency in the lan- 
guages, particularly in the Latin. 
Being early impressed with a 
deep sense of divine things, he 
soon determined to follow the 
example of his father and elder 
brother, by devoting himself to 
the service of God in the minis- 
try of the gospel, His brother 
Gilbert being called to the pastor- 
al charge of the church at New 
Brunswick, in New Jersey, and 
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making a very considerable figure 
as a useful and popular preacher 3 
William determined, as he had 
completed his course in the 
languages, to study divinity un- 
der his brother. Accordingly 
he left his father’s house, with 
his consent and by his advice, and 
went to New Brunswick. At 
his departure from home, which 
was considered as his setting out 
in life, his father addressed him 
with great affection, commend- 
ing him to the favour and protec- 
tion of that God, from whom he 
himself had received so much 
mercy, and who had directed 
him in all his migrations. He 
gave him a small sum of money, 
as the amount of all he could do 
for him, telling him that if he 
behaved well and did his duty, 
this was an ample provision for 
him ; and if he should act other- 
wise, and prove ungrateful to a 
kind and gracious God, it was too 
much and more than he deserv- 
ed. Thus, witha pittance, and 
the blessing of a pious and affec- 
tionate parent, of more conse- 
quence than thousands of pounds, 
the young student set out in the 
world. 

After a regular course of stu- 
dy in theology, Mr. Tennent was 
preparing for his examination by 
the presbytery, as a candidate for 
the gospel ministry. His intense 
application affected his health, 
and brought on a pain in his 
breast and a slight hectic. He 
soon became emaciated, and at 
length was like a living skele- 
ton. His life was now threaten- 
ed. He was attended by a phy- 
siclan, a young gentleman who 
was attached to him by the strict- 
est and warmest friendship. He 
grew worse and worse, till little 
hope of life was left. In this 
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situation his spirits failed him, 
and he began to entertain doubts 
of his final happiness. He was 
conversing, one morning, with 
his brother, in Latin, on the state 
of his soul, when he fainted and 
died away. After the usual 
time, he was laid out on a board, 
according to the coinmon prac- 
tice of the country, and the 
neighbourhood were invited to 
attend his funeral on the next 
day. Inthe evening, his physi- 
cian and friend returned froma 
ride into the country, and was 
afflicted beyond measure at the 
news of his death. He could not 
be persuaded that it was certain ; 
and on being told that one of the 
persons who had assisted in lay- 
ing out the body thought he had 
observed a little tremor of the 
flesh under the arm, although 
the body was cold and stiff, he 
endeavoured to ascertain the fact. 
He first put his own hand into 
warm water to make it as sensi- 
ble as possible, and then felt un- 
der the arm, and at the heart, and 
affirmed that he felt an unusual 
warmth, though no one else 
could. He had the body restor- 
ed to a warm bed, and insisted 
that the people, who had been 
invited to the funeral, should be 
requested not to attend. To this 
the brother objected as absurd, 
the eyes being sunk, the lips dis- 
coloured, and the whole body 
cold and stiff. However, the 
doctor finally prevailed ; and all 
probable means were used, to 
discover symptoms of returning 
life. But the third day arrived, 
and no hopes were entertained of 
success but by the doctor, who 
never left him night nor day. 
The people were again invited, 
and assembled to attend the 
funeral. The doctor still object- 
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ed, and at last confined his re- 
quest for delay to one hour, then 
to half an hour, and finally toa 
quarter of an hour. He had 
discovered that the tongue ‘was 
much swoln, and threatened to 
crack. He was endeavouring to 
soften it, by some emollient oint- 
ment put upon it with a feather, 
when the brother came in, about 
the expiration of the last period. 
and mistaking what the doctor 
was doing,dor an attempt to feed 
him, manifested some resent- 
ment, and in a spirited tone, said, 
“It is shameful to be feeding a 
lifeless corpse ;”’ and insisted, 
with earnestness, that the funeral 
should immediately proceed. 
At this critical and important 
moment, the body, to the great 
alarm and astonjshment of all 
present, opened its eyes, gave a 
dreadful groan, and sunk again 
into apparent death. This put 
an end to all thoughts of burying 
him, and every effort was again 
employed in hopes of bringing 
about a speedy resuscitation. In 
about an hour, the eyes again 
opened, a heavy groan proceeded 
from the body, and again all ap- 
pearance of animation vanished. 
In another hour life seemed to 
return with more power, anda 
complete revival took place, to 
the great joy of the family and. 
friends, and to the no small 
astonishment and convictioh of 


_very many who had been ridicu- 


ling the idea of restoring to iile a 
dead body. 

Mr. Tennent continued in so 
weak and low a state for six 
weeks, that great doubts were 
entertained of his final recovery. 
However, after that period, he re- 
covered much faster, but it was 
about twelve months before he 
was completely restored. After 
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he was able to walk the room, 
and to take notice of what passed 
around him, on a Sunday after- 
noon, his sister, who had staid 
from church to attend him, was 
reading in the Bible, when he 
took notice of it, and asked her 
what she had in her hand. She 
answered that she was reading 
the Bible. He replied, “ What 
is the Bible? I know not what 
you mean.” ‘This affected the 
sister so much that she burst into 
tears, and informed him, that he 
was once well acquainted with it. 
On her reporting this to the 
brother when he returned, Mr. 
Tennent was found, upon exami- 
nation, to be totally ignorant of 
every transaction of his life pre- 
vious to his sickness. He could 
not read a single word, neither 
did he seem to have any idea of 
what it meant. As soon as he 
became capable of attention, he 
was taught to read and write, as 
children are usually taught, and 
afterwards began to learn the La- 
tin language under the tuition of 
his brother. One day as he was 
reciting a lesson in Cornelius 
Nepos, he suddenly started, clap- 
ped his hand to his head, as if 
something had hurt him, and 
made a pause. His brother ask- 
ing him what was the matter, he 
said, that he felt a sudden shock 
in his head, and it now seemed to 
him as if he had read that book 
before. By degrees his recoliec- 
tion was restored, and he could 
speak the Latin as fluently as be- 
fore his sickness. His memory 
so completely revived, that he 
gained a perfect knowledge of 
the past transactions of his life, 
as if no difficulty had previously 
occurred. This event, at the 
time, made a considerable noise, 
and afforded, not only matter of 
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serious contemplation to the de- 
vout Christian, especially when 
connected with what follows in 
this narration, but furnished a 
subject of deep investigation and 
learned inquiry to the real phir 
losopher and curious anatomist. 
(To be continued.) 
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LIFE OF LUTHER. 


From the Religious Monitor. 
(Continued from p. 527, vol. I.) 


Tue Elector, acquainted with 
the faithlessness of Rome, and 
fearing that the imperial edict 
might afford some pretext to one 
or other of the Popish princes, 
to violate the safe conduct, which 
Luther had received, and deliver 
him into the power of his 1m- 
placable enemies, had the pru- 
dence to have him conveyed to a 
secret place of safety. On his 
return from Worms, at the en- 
trance of the forest of Thurin- 
gia, he was seized by a number 
of armed horsemen, who were 
lying in wait for him, and carried 
to the castle of Wartburg, a 
strong fortress in the neighbour- 
hood of Eisenach. The secret 
of Luther’s retreat, though con- 
fided to several of his friends, 
was long unknown ; and reports 
of his assassination were spread, 
as the true explanation of his 
sudden disappearance. The grief 
which these reports occasioned 
to multitudes, whose _ attach- 
ment to the cause of the reform: 
er, had till then, been unnoticed, 
proved the extent of the evil 
with which the church was 
threatened, and the inefficacy of 
bulls and prescriptions to avert 
it.* But their fears were diss 
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pelled by the publications, which 
soon issued trom the castle of 
Wartburg. 

Luther, who followed the dic- 
tates of prudence and authori- 
ty, rather than his own inclina- 
tion and conviction of propriety, 
in remaining under the protec- 
tion of secrecy, was impatient to 
be at liberty, that he might re- 
sume his usual labours. He 
was, however, indefatigable in 
writing both letters and treatises, 
illustrating and confirming his 
established opinions on many 
points of religious doctrine, and 
they were received with increas- 
ed avidity, as from one, who had 
almost suffered martyrdom for 
the. truth. He also preached 
regularly every week to those, 
who shared his solitude ; but his 
mind was constantly occupied 
with anxiety about the interests 
of the reformation, which he was 
excluded from publicly directing 
and superintending. His health 
too, was affected, by his confine- 
ment, his anxious cares, and the 
delicacy of his diet, so different 
from his accustomed fare in his 
monastic life. But the state of 
his flock at Wittemberg, and the 
prospect of the spiritual tyranny 
of Rome being anew riveted 
about the necks of those, whose 
emancipation had been nearly ef- 
tected, were the sources of his 
deepest affliction. Yet his cour- 
age and zeal seemed to be in- 
flamed by the very circumstan- 
ces, Which might have damped 
them: “ 1 had rather,” said he, 
‘**expire on burning coals for the 
glory of God, and the confirma- 
tion of my own faith, and that of 
others, than thus pine away, in a 
state of solitude, half alive, nay, 
only not dead.” But, adds he, 
“ though I perish, the gospel re- 
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mains. If the Pope persecute 
all, who think as I do, Germany 
will revolt, and the sooner he 
begins it, the sooner will he and 
his minions be destroyed. God 
has so raised the spirit of thou- 
sands, and that among the com- 
mon people, that it seems to be 
impossible to be repressed ; nay, 
its ferce will be increased ten 
fold by opposition.” He was, at 
the same time, so averse to any 
thing hke violence on cither 
side, that he considered the con- 
duct of the students at Erfurd, 
who pillaged and burned some 
houses belonging to the canons 
of that city, because they had ex- 
pelled one of the brethren on 
the charge of Lutheranism, as a 
token of the Divine displeasure, 
and meriting the most unqualifi- 
ed censure.” 

The first work of his solitary 
hours, was a treatise on auricu- 
lar confession, in which he in- 
sisted on the propriety of abol- 
ishing this point of discipline, 
because entirely of human in- 
vention, productive of the most 
scandalous effects, and calculated 
to encourage rather than to dis- 
countenance sin, by the facility 
of obtaining absolution. This 
was followed by an answer to La- 
tomus, who had undertaken the 
defence of the censure, which 
the faculty of Louvain had 
passed on his writings. This 
work contained a vindication of 
the severity with which he spoke 
of his adversaries, as abundantly 
justified by the dangerous opin- 
ions, Which they supported, and 
the profligate lives, which they 
led, and an elaborate defence of 
several of the propositions, which 
he had formerly advanced re- 


* Seckend. § 99, p. 162 


































Lo ee ren 


OS Pree Ge ay re eet t ie 





yer" 





§ Life of Luther. 


specting the nature and merit of 
good works.* The next trea- 
tise, which came from his pen, 
was on the celibacy of the clergy, 
ant on monastic vows in gene- 
ral. On this subject Melancthon 
vad irequently conversed with 
him ; buat Luther, aware of the 
canger, which might ensue to 
the reformation from the pro- 
mulgation of an opinion, which 
controverted one of the most an- 
cient practices of the church, hes- 
itated immediately to embrace it. 
Melanethon, however, was deter- 
mined not to conceal his senti- 
ments, when, in consequence of 
his influence and instructions, a 
curate of Kemberg in Saxony 
having, in defiance of the law of 
celibacy, entered on a married 
life, an opportunity was afforded 
of giving them publicity. The 
curate -was summoned to appear 
before the Archbishop of Mentz ; 
and Philip prepared an apology 
for him, addressed to the offi- 
cials of Magdeburg. This apolo- 
ey was an unanswerable reiuta- 
tion of the Popish tenets respect- 
ing the marriage of Priests, and 
paved the way for Luther’s trea- 
tise on the general topic of reli- 
gious vows. ‘These he showed 
to be unsupported by either pre- 
cept or example in the New 
‘Westament; to be contrary to 


Christian liberty ; subversive of 


that very spirituality and purity, 
of which it was pretended they 
were the bulwarks; and a bur- 
den imposed by hellish policy 
on the consciences of men.t 
During Luther’s residence at 
Wartburg, a reformation took 
place in the public worship at 
Wittemberg. It was a wise 


* Seckend. § 101, p. 164. 
t 1b, §§ 104, 105, p. 17v. 
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maxim of this illustrious reform- 
er, that the people should be in- 
structed in the errors, which per- 
vaded the religious service of the 
church, and that after they were 
thoroughly persuaded of their 
existence, that they should be 
abolished without disorder or 
turbulence, to prevent the fatal 
consequence of precipitate chan- 
ges in the established worship. 
lollowing out this maxim, seve- 
ral of the Augustine monks, who 
had come to Wittemberg, from. 
different parts of Germany, to 
enjoy the advantages of Luther’s 
instructions, which they regard- 
ed as the light of heaven, began 
publicly to preach against the 
doctrine of private mass, and 
communion under one kind. 
They were checked by the prior 
of the monastery ; but persisted 
in their opinion, and discontinu- 
ed the practices, which they im- 
pugned, on which, complaint was 
made against them to the court. 
The unanimity and peace of the 
society being thus broken, in or- 
der again to cement them, the 
Elector, on being informed of it, 
sent Gregory Pontanus to Wit- 
temberg, who appointed deputies 
to receive the reasous of the 
malcontent monks for resisting 
the established order, and to re- 
port them along with their own 
opinion to Frederic. The depu- 
ties being attached to the refor- 
mation, represented the reason- 
ings of the innovators as sound 
and unanswerable; gave it, as 
their own opinion, that some alte- 
rations Were necessary, though 
they did not insist on the total 
abolition of private mass; and 
conjured the Elector to maintain 
that gospel, which God had 
caused to revisit his church. 
Frederic, on receiving their re- 
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port, recommended moderation 
to both parties; requested the 
monks to do nothing without se- 
rious deliberation, and to wait till 
the people were better informed 
on the subject before they ven- 
tured to introduce changes, 
which interested the whole 
church, and which might go to 
subvert many ancient institu- 
tions, and to alter the whole sys- 
tem of ecclesiastical administra- 
tion. The deputies, not being 
satisfied with this mode of pro- 
cedure, sent a second remon- 
strance to Frederic, on the ne- 
cessity of correcting the abuses 
of which they complained ; and 
notwithstanding his repeated ad- 
vice, not to make their proposed 
alterations, though he allowed 
them publicly to declare that 
some reformation was necessary, 
under the direction of Beyer, a 
member both of the senate and 
university, they regulated the 
worship ofthe sanctuary in aman- 
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ner more consonant to the spirit- 
uality of its nature, put away im- 
ages, abolished the elevation of 
the host, and made preparations 
for suppressing the order of 
mendicant friars. All the Aus 
gustines throughout Thuringia 
and Misnia soon after metina 
chapter at Wittemberg, and gave 
their sanction to these important 
changes. Luther received these 
transactions with raptures of 
joy, and congratulated his fel- 
low-citizens'on their courage 
and zeal, in giving the first ex- 
ample of a public reformation. 
It was on this occasion that he 
composed his treatise On the Ab- 
olition of Private Masses, though 
it was suppressed by order of 
the court, and not printed till 
the beginning of 1523.* 


* Beausobre, tom ii. lib. 4. p. 185— 
198. 
Seckend. Sec. 54. §§ 129, 130. 


(To be continweds) 
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A DISSERTATION ON JOHN’S 
SIXTH VIAL. 


Revelation xvi. 12—16. 


“ Anp the sixth angel poured 
out his vial upon the great river 
Euphrates, and the water there- 
of was dried up, that the way of 
the kings of the east might be 
prepared. And I saw three un- 
clean spirits, like frogs, qome 
out of the mouth of the dragon, 
and out ef the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet. For they are 
the spirits of devils, working 
Vol. II. No. 1. Cc 





miracles, which go forth unto 
the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world, to gather them to 
the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty. ‘Behold, I come, 
as a thief. Blessed is he, that 
watcheth, and keépeth’ his gar- 
ments, lest he walk naked, and 
they see his shame. And he 
gathered them together into a 
place, called in the Hebrew 
tongue Armageddon.” 

The moral and religious state 
of the Christian world makes it 
evident to every careful observe 
er, that we are now under one or 
other of the latter vials. Under 
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0 Dissertation .in Fohn’s Sixth Vial. 


the -preceding period of the 
trumpets, the sensible effect of 
God’s judgments was the in- 
crease of the various kinds of 
superstition and idolatry in the 
degenerate and apostate church ; 

as appears fromi ehap- ix. But 
under the latter vials, the effect 
of God’s judgments is the in- 
erease of infidelity, and a Conse- 
quent dissipation. of morals. 
“Men blaspheme the God of 
heaven, and repent not of their 
-The rapid increase, 
extensive spread, and undisguis- 
ed avowal of infidelity in all 
parts of the Christian world, not 
‘excepting, our own favoured 
country, strongly mark the pe- 
riod, in which we live. At least, 


- they. show. that ope or Other of 
. the latter vials is now running. 


‘The. circimstances and events 
of the times will most naturally 
point us to the sixth. This we 
will endeavour to explain, and 
will inquire, whether events do 
not corréspoend with it. 

“The sixth angek poured out 
his vial upon the great river En- 
phrates, and the water thereof 
was dried up, that the way of the 
kings of the east mizht be pre- 
pared.”* aad. 

We are to interpret this vial 


according to'the analogy of the. 


prophetic part of the book, which 
is wholly dg 
its.Janguage and allusions from 
the Old, Testament. 

As the Roman church is call- 
od Babylon, and as under the 
,hext vial, this “ great Babylon 
‘gomes into remembrance before 
God, that he may. give her the 
cup. of the wine.of the fierceness 
gf his. wrath ; 3? so the judg- 
ynents, coming upon her under 
this -vial, are described by an 
allusion to the destruction of the 


urative, and borrows: 
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literal Babylon. We well- know 
how that was taken by the kings. 
of Media and Persia, whose 
countries lay east of her, who 
therefore, in relation to her, 
were literally “ the kings of the 
east’? The waters of the Eu- 
phrates, which ran through that 
city, and were the means of her 
wealth and defence, were dried 
up, or diverted from their old 
channel, so that the besieging ar- 
my entered and took it almost 
without resistance. That Bab- 
ylon should. be taken in this 
mamer was expressly foretold 
by Jeremiah. “ A sword is up- 
on the inhabitants. of Babylon, 
a drought is upon her waters, 
and they shall be dried up. IL 
will dry up her sea, and make 
her springs dry, and Babylon 
shall become heaps.” 

By “the kings of the east” 
we are to understand, not literal- 
ly kings, whose territeries lie 
cast. of Rome, the mystical Baby- 
lon, but her enemies in general. 
By “ Euphrates,” we are to un- 
derstand, not the river so called, 
nov any other remerkable water: 
but any sources of riches and 
strength, which have rendered 
her formidable ; and any imped- 
invents, which, in time past, have 
restrained her enemies from in- 
vading her, or have prevented 
their success. Who are the en- 
emies, that shall finally destroy 
her, John has told us inm:the 17th 
chap. of this beok: “ Those 
kings, who had once agreed to 
give their kingdom to the beast,” 
i. e. to the Roman power, “ will, 
when God’s: word is. fulfilled, 
hate the whore, that sits on.the 
beast, make her desolate and 
naked, and burn her with fire.”’ 

The kings of the earth long. 
felt the tyranny and oppression 
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ef papal Rome. 
of her fulminations, while she 
was blindly adored by the igno- 
rant and deluded multitude, re- 
strained these kings from as- 
serting their sovereignty and re- 
dressing their injuries. This 
Euphrates, for a considerable 
time, has been drying up. The 
abolition of convents and of the 
inquisition in many Reman 
Catholic countries, and the gen- 
eral suppression of the order of 
Jesuits, the extension of com- 
merce, and the consequent diffu- 
sion of knowledge, have greatly 
diminished the wealth, and weak- 
ened the strength of this Baby- 


lon. But no event has been. 


so fatal te the papal power, as 
the subversion of the French 
monarchy. The justice of this 
revolution in a moral view, or 


‘the wisdom of it in a political 


view, is not a subject of our 
present inquiry. Se this as it 


‘may, the consequence of it in re- 


lation to the papal power is ob- 
vious.” It has almost dried up 
the river, which was the source 
of her wealth, and removed the 
barrier; which was the means of 
her defence. The French na- 
tion, which had leng supported, 
has ‘now annihilated the Pope’s 
temporal dominion, and has left 
him but the shadow of a spirit- 
ual supremacy in the church. 
Thus St. John’s prophecy is ful- 
filled; “The ten horns, or 
kings, which gave their power 
to the beast, these, or some of 
these, shall hate the whore, who 
sits on him, and make her des- 
olate. 

The present government of 
France, in a political view, is as 
absolute, as was her former gov- 
ernment. But it is certainly 
much more favourable to the 


But the dread 
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freedom of religion; for, it not’ 
only tolerates, but supports Pro’ 
testantism, as well as ‘ Popery:; 
9) that means of reformation’ 
may new be applied with safety: 
and without. interruption. The’ 


way for the introduction of light’ 
and truth, which was shut under. 
former monarchs, is now open-" 
ed. Accordingly, in the short’ © 


interval of peace between the’ 


last and the present war, Protes-" 
tant missionaries visited France’ 
without danger, and preached’ 


there without molestation; and 
complete Bibles and many Pro- 


testamt books were distributed” 
among the people, and received’ 


with apparent gratitude and joy: 


The eruption of the war put a_ 
sudden stop to these pious niea- 
peace 


sures; but, whenever 
shall return, it is hoped they will 
be renewed. | 


John goes on to say, “I 1S 


three unclean spirits, like frogs, 
come out of the mou of the 
dragon, and out of the mouth of 
the deast, and out of the mouth 
ef the false fpropihet.” It will be 
Recessary to ascertain the char- 
acters, intended by these names. 
And let us remember, they are 
three, and must not be confound- 
ed. 

Our first inquiry will be con- 
cerning the dragon. He is de- 
scribed chap xii. “ There ap- 
peared a sign in heaven,” or in 
the sky, “a great red dragon, 
having seven heads and ten horns, 
and on his heads seven crowns.” 
This must intend the Aeathen 
Roman empire, as it existed in 
John’s time. The place is de- 
signated by the seven heads, which 
the angel says, are seven moun- 
tains, on which the city, or seat of 
the dragon, was built. This cir- 
cumstance points out Rome, 
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which, all know, was built on 
seven hills. The seven heads dee. 


note also seven kings, or seven 
successive forms of government ; 
five of which, theangel says, were 
fallen, one then existed, and one 
was to come. Thesixth, which ex- 
isted in John’s time, was the imfe- 
rial, or the government by em- 
perors. The seventh, which 
was to come, was the ducal, or 
rather the papal government. 
The crowns, at the time of the 
vision, were on the heads of the 
dragon, and had not passed to the 
horns of the deast, mentioned af- 


terward, i. e. the government 


was then seated at Rome, and 
was not divided among the king- 
doms into which the empire was 
afterwards split. So that the 
dragon must signify the Heathen 
Roman government. 

This dragon is indeed called 
the devil, verse 9th. But this 
must mean the pagan empire, as 
actuated by the devil. For, 
whenever the devil.is introduced 
in this book, he appears as carry- 
ing on his designs by wicked 
agents. It is agreeable to the 
style of prophecy to call tyrants 
by the name of a dragon. The 
kings of Egypt and of Assyria 
are so called. 

After the dragon John saw “a 
beast rise up out of the sea, hav- 
ing seven heads and ten horns, and 
on his horns ten crowns ; and to 
him the dragon gave his power 
and throne, and great authority.” 

In the time, when this beast 
appears, the crowns, importing 
sovereign power, have passed 
from the heads of the dragon to 
the horns of the beast. The do- 
minion, which was before con- 
fined to Rome, is now spread 
among the ten kingdoms, into 
which the Roman empire was 


divided by the incursions and 
conquests of the northern barba- 
rians. . This was.after Christian- 
ity was established and greatly 
corrupted in the empire. This 
beast therefore can be no other 
than the fafa’ Roman empire. 

The dragon gives his power, 
throne, and authority to the 
beast. The dragon and beast 
are no longer distinct characters. 
They are become one. The 
power has passed from. the for- 
mer to the latter. “ Men wor- 
ship the dragon, which gave 
power to the beast, and they wor- 
ship the beast, saying, Who is 
like to the beast ?” 

By the dragon then, under the 
sixth vial, we cannot understand 
the dragon existing in his first 
form, or the Heathen Roman em- 
pire ; for in this form he exist- 
ed no longer after he had given 
his power tothe beast. But by 
this name we must understand 
the dragon and beast united, or 
the fia/ial empire, exercising the 
tyranny and corruption of the 
heathen empire. 

Such a power certainly exists 
some where under this vial. 
And where shall we find it, but 
in the German empire? This is 
very extensive. In the time of 
Charles V. and his successor it 
comprehended the greater part 
of the western empire, and still 
comprises a considerable part of 
it. Itis that empire continued. 
It is called the Aoly Roman em- 
pire. The person, crowned King 
of the Romans, succeeds on the 
demise of the emperor, to the im- 
perial throne. Popery is the es- 
tablished religion of the. empire. 
It has exercised great tyranny, 
and violent persecution. It has 
retained all the discriminating 
marks of the dragon, as a tyran- 
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nical and persecuting power, un- 
til within a few years past, when 
it has grown more tolerant. 
There can then be little doubt, 
but that Germany must undergo a 
great change in her government, 
before the general spread of pure 
Christianity. It is probable from 
many circumstances, that France 
will be an instrument of effecting 
this change. Perhaps 2 leading 
blow has been struck already. 
(Zo be continued.) 
i > Gee 
SHORT REMARKS ON OUR SA- 
VIOUR’S MIRACLES. 


Tuat such events as are re- 
corded in the gospel, as the res- 
toration of sight to the blind, of 
speech to the dumb, of life to the 
dead, &c. are physically fosszd/e, 
we cannot deny, without setting 
bounds to the Omnipotence of 
God. That they are frodadle, we 
cannot, however, affirm, unless we 
consider the purposes which they 
are intended to serve. If it is 
jrossible for God to give a revela- 
tion of his will to men: if it 
is frodadle from their condition, 
that he will do so ; and if we are 
informed that he has actually 
done so ; there is a considerable 
presumption that some marks of 
supernatural interposition will 
accompany the giving of this rey- 
elation. 

That universal experience is 
contrary to the supposition of 
miraculous interference, is agra- 
tuitous and unfounded assertion. 
The satisfactoriness of testimony 
does not depend on the nature of 
the facts attested, unless they are 
physically impossible ; but on the 
credibility of the persons, who 
affirm that they have witnessed 
them. 


If then the miracles of our 
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Saviour are not physically ims 
possible, the competency of the 
witnesses, their moral character, 
the object which they might have 
in view, and the circumstancesin 
which they declared their convic- 
tion of the reality of what they 
saw, and the truth of what they 
heard, must be ali taken -into 
account, in judging of the credit 
to which t! ~ were entitled. 

These w. ‘sses were incapa- 
ble perhaps of accurate logical 
discussion ; but men of piain 
common sense, some of them 
undoubtedly shrewder than oth- 
ers, but all of them sufficiently 
qualified to judge of the reality 
of any fact, that came under their 
observation. They were not 
accused of deceit, and their mor- 
al character was hever impeach- 
ed by their most virulent ene- 
mies. They published their tes- 
timony to the miracles of Jesus, 
and invariably adhered to it, in 
the face of the most unexaimpled, 
cruel, and persevering opposi- 
tion. They opposed all their 
own national and educational pre- 
judices, by supporting a religion, 
which was to be established on 
the ruins of Judaism. Theirtes- 
timony was never contradicted, 
even by their persecutors : thou- 
sands and tensof thousands,on its 
evidence, embraced the faith, 
which it confirmed: and multi- 
tudes sealed their adherence to it 
with their blood. Nor let it be 
forgotten, that the primitive 
Christians, and the apostles in 
particular, suffered martyrdom, 
not for matters of opinion, but 
for their attestation of facts: a 
circumstance unparalleled in the 
history of the world. 

On these grounds we rest 
the credibility of the gospel his- 
tory ; the certainty of our Sa- 
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viour’s miraculous powér, and 
consequently the truth of his re- 
ligion. 

But besides this, the miracles 
of the gospel are peculiarly dis- 
tinguished from all pretended 
miracles. ~ 

1. Christ dia not, like the 
champions of popery, who wish- 
ed to establish some monstrous 
opinion, or give celebrity to some 
particular sect, assemble the mul- 
titude to witness his miracles, and 
by the arts of eloquence or the 
aid of superstition, prepare their 
minds for something unexpect- 
ed and extraordinary. He fixed 
no stated hour for the cures 
which he performed. It was in 
the ordinary course of his min- 
istry, when he went about doing 
good, that he wrought “ the 
works of Him that sent him” 
without ostentation or parade. 

2. Nene of his miracles were 
unsuccessful : and none of them 
incomplete. Every one that 
came to him was healed. The 
diseases which he rebuked, were 
in every instance perfectly re- 
moved. 

$3. The greater number of 
these cures evidently transcend- 
ed the power of natural means ; 
some of them were effected by 
means which in themselves were 
not only inadequate, but even ad- 
verse ; and those of them, over 
which medical prescriptions 
might have had some influence, 
were supernatural, as to the man- 
ner in which they were perform- 
ed: for, 

4. They were always instanta- 
neous: frequently effected with- 
out the intervention of avy nat- 
ural means : by a word, a look, 
ora touch. 

5. If any of the Jews imagined 
them to be impostures, and ex- 


amined them in ordet to detéct 
the supposed fraud, they totally 
failed-in their object. et, it is 
more than incredible, that acute 
examinators, assisted by every: . 
passion, which could render them 


| more acute, should have consid- 


ered such-a multitude of extraor- 
dinary effects; “said to be super? 


natural, without in a single in- 


stance discovering the least ap- 
pearance of fraud: unless we 
suppose, that these effects were 
indeed really produced. 

6. The end tor which the mir- 
acles of Christ Were performed, 
was worthy ofthem. It was not 
to illustrate any obscure, asurd 
or licentious doctrine ; to con: 
firm any feolish or fluctuating 
opinion ; to encourage one sect 
and subvert another ; or to sup- 
port the prejudices, and super- 
stition of the people ; but to con- 
firm the truth of a religion, as 
sublime in its conceptions of 
God, as benevolent in its regards 
to man, as interesting in its doc- 
trines, as pure in its precepts, as 
solacing in its promises, as It is 
possible to conceive.” Surely 
then, this was an object worthy 
of the greatest display of divine 
power, worthy in all respects of 
that astonishing series of ‘mira- 
cles, which the histery of the 
Savieur records. 

Christianity is founded on a 
“ rock ;*”” and the gates of hell 
shall net prevail against it. Bes . 
ware then, my brother, of attack 
ing either secretly or openly, by 
any of the weapons of infidelity, 
this impregnable fortress. - Canst 
thou resist Omnipotence ? Not 
thy soul must perish in the at- 
tempt. D. D, 


April, 1806. 
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SURVEY OF CHURCHES. 


Ix the intended survey of our 
churches,, it will be natural to be- 
gin with the character of the in- 
dividuals of whom the churches 
are composed. They, who be- 
long to Christ’s church, ought to 
be his disciples. . The scripture 
represents them, as. saints ; as 
persons born again, and entitled 
to a heavenly inheritance ; .as 
children of the'light and of the 
day; as crucified to the world, 
and alive unto God ;_ as the salt 
of the cont. ; asthe city, and the 
tem God, in which he gra- 
ciously dwells. It is granted, 
that the visible. church, in its 
purest state, has contained many, 
whose character has not, im any 


degree, answered this high de-, 


scription. But it evidently ap- 
pears, what is the mature of 
Christ’s church, and what should 
be the character of all its mem- 
bers. If the church contains 
those who.are essentially defi- 
cient in their religious character, 
it- iS. proportionably _ corrupt. 

When irreligion becomes pre- 
dominant, the church. loses. its 
proper character, its influence, 
and its blessedness. 

All the disorders, which crept 
into the Old Testament. church, 
all the evils, which afflicted and 
wasted it, were occasioned by the 
general impiety of its members. 
‘Their personal unholiness. led to 
idolatry, and all’ other national 
abominations. In the first age 
of Christianity, many, who had not 
the Spirit of Christ, united them- 
selves to his church. . Persons of 
such a character, after maintain- 
ing for a time, some appearance 
of goodness, were gradually ali- 
enated from the cause of Christ. 
In the time of trial they fell away. 





‘That their apostasy was owing te 
the want of personal religion, is 
evident fromthe words of theapos- 
tle John. Zhey went out fre 
but they were net of us. For if they 
had been of us, they would have 
continued with us. But they went 
out, that they might be made mani- 
Sest, that they were not of us. 
The fatal errors and vices, which 
appeared in the Asiatic churches, 
originated in the bosom of hy- 
pocrisy- .There were a few 
eyen in Sardis, who had not defil- 
ed their garments. .. But..the 
reigning character of the church 
was corrupt. Many of the mem- 
bers, probably the greater part, 
were destitute of saving religion. 
Members of that description in- 
jured the cause of Zion, not only 
by their own conduct directly, but 
also by the hurtful influence 
they had on the character of real 
saints. The holy zeal of sincere 
Christians was damped, their 
faithful exertions encumbered, 
and their usefulness diminished 
hy their connexion with the un- 
sanctified. Thus it came to pass, 
that the church, though it had « 
name to live, was dead. In the 
same way the Laodicean church 
was reduced to a state of culpable 
lukewarmness. In the same 
way all the churches of Asia 
were corrupted, and finally ruin- 
ed. The apostles judged fre- 
quent and most solemn warnings 
hecessary.to guard the disciples 
against the dangerous influence 
of false brethren. 

Neither. scr ipture, nor atten- 
tive observation gives us. liberty 
to suppose, that, the church at the 
present time, is any more, free 
from a mixture of bad characters, 


than it was.at the time of the. 


apostles. The parables of the 
wheat and tares, andof the ten 
virgins, with other parables and 
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prophetic declarations of thé 
same import, are as applicable to 
the church in these ages, as at 
any former period. Multitudes 
of wicked men assume the form 
of godliness, and join in profes- 
sion with the people of Christ. 

Now although such a state of the 
church will be overruled by Heav- 
en for wise purposes; yet the 
nature of things conspires with 
experience to show, that it is the 
unfailine source of numberless 
evils. It is as undesirable, as for 
noxious weeds tomingle with the 
fruits of a garden, or for tares to 
spring up and grow in a field with 
wheat. 

» With these remarks in‘mind, 
let’ us survey the churches 
through the’ Commonwealth. 
These churches in general con- 
sist of few members. It is no 
violation of the rules of candour 
to believe, that a considerable 
part of those few are destitute of 
Christian holiness. “ Would to 
God,” says Doddridge, “ there 
were reason to hope, that the 
Christian church were so equal- 
ly divided, that five of ten init 
had the oil of divine grace in 
their hearts, to render them burn- 
ing and shining lights.” © We 
may, with propriety, adopt the 
same pious wish respecting our 
Wew Eneland churches. 

Thereasons which lead to such 
am apprehension “are many. 
Some’ of the most obvious will 


just be mentioned. 


«The first and most weighty is, 
thefrractice of nominal Christians. 
Some are notoriously immoral. 
Dishonesty, Sabbath-breaking, 
and intemperance are’often seen 
im-thosey who name the mame of 
Christ. How many discover a 
worldly, selfish, or ‘revengeful 


Spirit, as inconsistent with the 
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Christian character, as any vice 
whatever. Of how many may 
it be said, that although they can- 
not be charged with any particu- 
lar sins, their habitual conduct 
towards the church and the world 
clearly manifests the want of 
grace. Of how many others 
must we, at best, entertain very 
uncomfortable doubts. In what 
yarious ways do men, without 
open irregularities, render their 
piety justly suspected. How 
many, whose deportment is com- 
monly blameless, show, on dis- 
crimmating occasions, that they 
have not the love of God in their 
hearts. By professing Christians 
in general, the holy morality of 
the gospel is little regarded. “If 
we judge them by their fruits, 
and their fruits by the precepts 
of Christianity ; we must con- 
clude, that vital religion is ina 
very low state in our churches, 
and that a proportion of their 
members, greater than we would 
willingly name, have at most, 
the form, without the power of 
godliness. 

We may, secondly, infer this 
lamentable truth from the inade- 
guate and faise ofittntons of religion, 
which many nominal Christians en- 
tertain. At present these opin- 
ions will be only hinted at, as 
proof of the fact under conside- 
ration. Theré are errors, which 
the inspired writers consider, as 
a perversion of the gospel, and as 
exposing every one, who em- 
bracés ‘theth, to the censure of 
the chtrch and the heaviest 
anathema of ‘the Bible: Suth 
errors, without doubt, are found 
in our churchés. © Indeed, they 
céuld not ‘have obtained such 
currency ; they could not be 
avowed with such boldness, and 
defended with so much success, 
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without the concurring agency 
of large numbers. These pve- 
valent errors are the fruit of an 
unchristian spirit, anda direct 
proof, that many church mem- 
bers are destitute of gospel faith. 
The inadequate ofiinions, which 
are generally held respecting the 
nature of saving religion and the 
requisite qualifications of church 
members, lead us in a different 
way to the same conclusion. It 
is to be presumed, that men will 
act according to their sentiments. 
When they disbelieve the scrip- 
ture doctrine of regeneration, and 
consider no moral change neces- 
sary to prepare them for the vis- 
ible kingdom of Christ ; we may 
expect that their conduct will be 
agreeable to such opinions, and 
that they will unite themselves 
to the church in an unrenewed 
state. Multitudes, who profess 
religion, think it weakness, to 
inquire after any evidence, that 
they are born of God. When 
such principles govern men in 
entering into the church, and 
the church in receiving them, it 
is easy to see, of what charac- 
ters the church will be composed. 
These observations must not 
be applied, without many favour- 
able exceptions. The unadulte- 
rated faith and practice of prim- 
itive Christianity are not yet ex- 
pelled from our churches. But 
after all the exceptions, which 
truth admits and candour re- 
quires, we have great reason to 
fear that large numbers of 
nominal Christians among us 
are not washed from their sins. 
This, we apprehend, is the 
radical evil, Without removing 
or lessening this, other evils, 
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which flow from it, must be ex- 
pected to remain. It is often 
remarked by judicious writers, 
that civil society can never enjoy 
frermanent tranquillity and hafifi- 
ness, while the civil pfrrincifilee 
and moral character of its mem- 
bers are corrupt. It is certainly 
as true, that feace and pfrrosperi- 
ty can never be enjoyed by the 
church, while the religious firinci- 
files and moral conduct of its mem- 
bers are unchristian, The body 
cannot be ina healthy vigorous 
state, while its constituent parts 
are unsound and decaying. 

As far as this radical evil ex- 
tends in our churches, it pre- 
vents them from answering the 
great end of their Founder. 
While made up, in a considera- 
ble degree, of ungodly members, 
how can it be imagined that they 
will adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour, or show forth his 
praises, by the abounding fruits 
of holiness? How can they be 
the salt of the earth, if they lose 
the savour of religion, and par- 
ticipate in the corruptions of the 
world? Can churches be lights, 
to illuminate the surrounding 
multitude, when they themselves 
are enveloped in moral darkness? 
Will men contend earnestly for 
that faith, which they have not 
cordially received? Will they 
recommend to others that gos- 
pel, which they practically re- 
ject? Will they faithfully main- 
tain that discipline, which is an 
unwelcome restraint to their own 
guilty passions? In short, will 
they uniformly support the char- 
acter, while they want the tem- 
per of saints ? 

PASTOR, 
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THE DEATH-BED OF A MODERN 
FREE-THINKER. 


Exemplified in the last hours of 
the Hon. Francis Newport, son 
to the late Lord Newhport.* 


{From the Christian Observer. ]} 


Ar sixteen the honourable 
Francis Newport was sent to the 
University, perfectly acquainted 
with the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages; where he continued 
five years, and behaved so agree- 
ably to his religious education, 
that he was looked upon as a 
blessing and ornament to his 
family. 

At twenty-one he came to 
London, and entered himself at 
; to study the law. His new 
acquaintance began to rally him 
for his religion: to whom he 
would say, “ Gentlemen, you, 
who pretend to reason, cannot 
count laughter a conclusive ar- 
gument; if religion be so ab- 
surd, as you would have me be- 
lieve, why do not you give some 
fair reasons against it!” This, 
some of them would attempt ; 
and though their arguments at 
first were as unsuccessful as 
their raillery;-yet the poison 





* When I first thought of sending 
you thé ‘affecting histery, which I 
now enclose, it was my intention to 
have omitted the name of the wnhap- 
py person, who forms the subject of 
it. But happening lately to look into 
Simpson’s Plea for Religion, a book, 
which has been extensively circulat- 
ed, I found the name of that person 
at full length, 2ccompanied by a few 
of the circumstances of his miserable 
end. I can no longer, therefore, 
have a motive for concealment. 


sunk by degrees, and at last 
tainted him as deeply as them- 
selves. He was adopted into 
their society, which met to lay 
down rules for being so critically 
wicked, that the law should not 
be able to take hold of them. 
He had too much prudence to 
lay himself open: he still kept 
a fair correspondence with his 
friends, and in strange places 
was sober and reserved; but in 
secret, and among his acquaint- 
ance, je was as wicked as good 
parts, abundance of temptations, 
and a lair estate, enabled him to 
be. 
On November 30, 1692,* he 
was ill ; and found, notwithstand~ 
ing all his precautions, that he 
had not shook off the expecta~ 
tions of another life. 

This made him throw himself 
upon a bed, and break out into 
these expressions: Whence 
this war in my breast? What 
argument is there now to assist 
me against matter of fact? Do I 
assert that there is no hell, while 
I feel one in my own bosom ? 
Am I certain there is no after 
retribution, when I feel a present 
judgment? Do I affirm my soul 
to be as mortal as my body, 
when this languishes, and that is 
vigorous as ever? QO! that any 
one could restore me to my an- 
cient guard of piety and inno- 
cence ! Wretch that I am! 
whither shall I fly from this: 
breast? what will become of 
me !” 


* This date corresponds to the ac- 
count given of this persoa in the 
English peerage. 
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One of his old companions 
coming in, said, “How now, 
brother! why this? why this 
melancholy posture ? what is the 
matter!” He replied, “ It is you 
and your companions, who have 
instilled your principles into me, 
which now, when [ have most 
need of them, leave me in con- 
fusion and despair. What ad- 
vice or comfort have you now to 
fortify me with, against the fcar- 
ful expectations of another life ‘ 
Are you sure that the soul is ma- 
terial and mortal, and that it will 
dissolve with the body ‘” “So 
certain,” replied the other, “ that 
I venture my whole upon it.” 

Here I interrupted them by 
coming into the room ; and, ap- 

‘ying myself to the sick per- 
son, told him, I was a stranger 
to him, but hearing he was ii, J 
thought it my duty to offer him 
what service I was capable of. 
“| thank you,” says he; “ I de- 
sire you to engage that gentle- 
man that sits there, and prove to 
him that the soul is not matter, 
nor mortal.” ‘This I endeavour- 
ed to. do by several arcuments ; 
to which the sick gentleman an- 
swered only with a sigh, whilst 
his friend made haste out of the 
room. I was surprised at such 
an effect, and desired to know 
the reason. “ Alas! Sir,” said 
he, “ you have undeceived me too 
late ; I was afraid of nothing so 
much as the immortality of the 
soul : now you have assured me 
of that, you have ascertained me 
of a hell, and a portion among 
those, who have apostatized from 
their religion. You have now 
sealed my damnation, by giving 
me an earnest of it; I mean an 
awakened conscience, that brings 
my sins into remembrance, by 
reckoning up the numerous-cat- 





‘what is that to m 
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alogue, for which I must go and 
give an account. O! apostate 
wretch, from what hopes art 
thou fallen? O that I had never 
known what religion was ; then 
I had never denied my Saviour, 
nor been so black an heir of per- 
dition !” 

I stood speechless some time 
at the strange expressions ; but, 
as soon as I could recollect my- 
self, said, “ Sir, LI would ‘have 
you take care how you violate 
the mercy of God, and think 
so lightly of the sufferings of 
Christ, as if they were not suffi- 
cient for the redemption of the 
ereatest sinners. This may be 
a delusion of the devil: if you 
are convinced the soul is immor- 
tal, | hope it is to a good end; 
if you had died ignorant of it, 
you had been miserably unde- 
ceived in another world; now 
you have some time to prepare 
for your welfare.” 

To which he replied, “ As to 
the mercies of God in Christ, I 
once knew and tasted what they 
were ; which is now part of my 
curse, in that I am now sensible 
of my loss: they are, I grant 
you, sufficient for those that 
have any share in them; but 
o have de- 
nied Christ ? I haveadaily cruci- 
fied him afresh, and put him to 
an open shame. The devil has 
nothing to do with the torture I 
undergo; it is no delusion of 
his, but the just judgment of 
God ; and it is also a part of my 
heavy judgment, that you have 
given me a sensible horror of 
my sin, by proving my soul is 
immortal. Had I gone strait to 
hell in my old opinion, I had en- 
dured but one hell, whereas I 
now feel two; I mean not only 
an inexpressible torture, which I 
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carry in my own breast, but an 
expectation of I know not what 
change. O that I were in hell, 
that I might feel the worst ! and 
yet I fear to die, because the 
worst will never have an end.” 
All this he spoke with an air of 
eagerness, and such horror as is 
scarce to be imagined. 

He was got to bed, refusing 
all sustenance, and had an ex- 
ceeding sweating through the 
extremity of his torments. 

Before I took my leave of 
him, I desired to pray by him ; 
which with much reluctance he 
consented to. In the midst of 
prayer, he groaned extremely, 
tossing himself as if he was in 
the agonies of death. When 
prayer was over, I asked him the 
reason of it. 

He answered, “ As the damn- 
ed in hell, who lift up their eyes 
in torments, and behold afar off 
the saints in Abraham’s bosom, 
have thereby their torments 
doubled, first, by reflecting on 
the misery they are in; and, 
secondly, by observing the hap, 
piness they have lost: so I, 
knowing myself to be hardened 
and sealed to damnation, hearing 
the prayers of the righteous, to 
which God’s ears are ever open ; 
this increases my torment, to 
think how I am excluded from 
such a privilege, and have no 
other portion left me than blas- 
pheming, weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth forever.” 

“ Pray, Sir,” said I, “ consider 
there is a vast difference between 
you and them in hell; they are 
lost irrecoverably for evermore, 
without any opportunity of a re- 
prieve, or hope of pardon; you 
are yet alive, and have the prom- 
ises in common with other sin- 
ners: Christ died for sinners ; 


and God hath sworn by himself, 
As I live, saith the Lord, I would 
mot the death of a sinner; but 
rather that he turn from his 
wickedness, and live.’’ 

He replied, with his usual ear- 
nestness, “I will grant as much 
difference between me and those 
in heli, as between a common 
devil and a devil incarnate: . if 
these are irrecoverably lost, 
without opportunity of reprieve 
or hopes of pardon, and I am 
yet alive, what then? what is 
the consequence? Not that the 
promises belong in common ta 
me with other sinners, nor to 
any sinners, but such as believe 
and repent. If Christ died for 
sinners, it was such as repent 
and belieye ; but though I would, 
I can do neither: I have out- 
stood my day of grace, am hars 
dened and reprobate. If God 
delight not in the death of sin- 
ners, it is of such sinners as re< 
pent and turn to him; but his 
justice will vindicate itself on 
such obstinate sinners as me, 
who have denied his power and 
providence both in my words and 
actions. Now he has met with 
me for it; and O! it is @ fear- 
Sul thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God. If God was not 
against me, I should not care 
though all the power and malice 
of men were joined against me ; 
though all the legions of hell 
continued to torture me with the 
most consyming pains: but 
when an _ irreconcileable God 
looks down upon his creature in 
wrath, and consigns him over to 
eternal vengeance, this is intole- 
rable, inexpressible! ah, who 
can dwell with eternal burn. 
ings ? Oh, ye that have any hope, 
that have not yet passed the day 
of grace, cry mightily to God 












































day and night: think no labour 
too much to secure you from the 
wrath of God. O/ who can 
stand before him when he ts an- 
gry? What stubble can resist 
that consuming fire?” This, 
and more to the same purpose, 
he spoke with so deep a concern, 
the tears all the while trickling 
down his face, that no one in the 
room could forbear weeping. 
Which he perceiving, said, “ If 
ye weep at the image and bare 
relation of the effects of God’s 
wrath, what then do I suffer, 
who actually lie under the very 
weight of his fury? Refrain 
your tears, for it is in vain ; pity 
is no debt to me ; nothing is so 
proper for me as some curse to 
complete my misery, and free 
me from the torment of expec- 
tation.” Here he paused a 
while ; then looking towards the 
firey he said, “ Oh, that I was to 
lie and broil upon that fire a 
thousand years, to purchase the 
favour of God, and be reconciled 
to him again! But itis a fruit- 
less wish ; millions of millions 
of years will bring me no nearer 
the end of my torments than one 
poor hour. Oh, eternity, eter- 
nity ; who can discover the 
abyss of eternity? Who can 
paraphrase upon these words, 
Jorever and ever !” 

It began to grow late; so I 
took my leave of him for that 
night, promising to come again 


» the next day ; when I found his 


ind in the same condition still, 


but his body much weakened : 


there were with him three or 
four divines, who had been at 
prayer: which, they told me, 
had the same uneasy effect upon 
him as before. 

One of them reminded him 
that Peter denied his Master 


ay 
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with oaths and curses, and was 
yet received again into his fa- 
vour. 

He replied, “ It is true, Peter 
did deny his Master, as I have 
done, but what then? His Mas- 
ter prayed for him, that his faith 
should not fail; accordingly he 
looked him into repentance, and 
assisted him by his Spirit to 
perfect it. Now, if he would 
assist me to repent, I should do 
so too; but he has justly with- 
drawn his intercession from me: 
I have:grieved his Holy Spirit 
so often, that he has taken him 
from me, and in the room there- 
of has left me the spirit of 
impenitence and _ reprobation ; 
and given me a certain earnest 
of a fearful inheritance in anoth- 
er life.’ He spoke little more 
that day ; much company press- 
ing towards night, orders were 
given to prevent it: at six of 
the clock, we all looked upon 
one another to know what course 
to take, no text being offered in 
his favour, but which he turned 
another way. 

While we were thus musing, 
he cried out with the utmost ve- 
hemence, “ How long, O Lord, 
shall thy wrath burn forever 
against me? Shall thy eternal 
justice exact upon a poor despi- 
cable worm ? What is my value 
or worth, that thou shouldst pour 
out full vials of wrath upon me ? 
Oh, that thou wouldst let go thy 
hand forever, forget, and let me 
fall into my first nothing! As 
my righteousness could have 
profited thee nothing, so my im- 
pieties can have done thee no 
hurt; therefore annihilate me, 
and let me perish. Be not an- 
gry that I thus expostulate with 
thee ; it will be but a little while 
before thy wrath shall force the 
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dreadfullest blasphemies from 
me. Oh, that thou wowuldest 
take away my being or misery: 
neither can in¢rease or diminish 
thy happiness; and therefore 
Jet them both cease, and let my 
name be known no more. But 
if I must be, and be immortal, 
and thou wilt punish me Fa ban : 
I have despised thee: Ict a P r- 
vation of thought suffice, and fet 
me pass my eternity in a drean, 
without ever being awakened by 
the pangs of torment, or by the 
gnawing of the worm that never 
dies. But, oh, fruitless desires ! 
Iam expostulatine with a God 
that forever hath shut out my 
prayers ; and only protracts my 
breath a little longer, to make 
me an example to others. ©! 
ye rocks and mountains, that ve 
would cover and hide me from 
the wrath of an incensed God: 
but I cannot flee from his pres- 
ence: what he hath begun he 
will finish. He will extend his 
wrath against me forever and 
ever.” 

Here some one knocked at 
the door, and it proved to be the 
postman, with a letter for him : 
which being told him, “ How,” 
said he, “a letter for me! A lit- 
tle longer, and I expect anoth- 
er sort of message: I am 
very shortly to give an account 
of every secret action I have 
done; and I have a mind 
to make an experiment to see 
how I can bear it. Pray Sir,” 
added he to me, “do me the fa- 
vour to read me this letter. The 
contents I know not, but I sus- 
pect it comes from some of my 
old acquaintanée.” I desired to 
be excused, alleging — there 
might be something in it im- 
proper to be divuleed. “ Noth- 


33 


mg, rephed he, “ can affect me 


now ; I have no honour, no rep- 
utation, and, what is yet worse, 
no heaven to lose by this or any 
other act.” Upon this I broke 
it open. The letter received 
was as follows: 


“ Dearest Sir, 

“ Understanding you are 
dangerously ill, and that it has 
had a melancholy effect upon 
vou, I could not (considering 
our strict friendslip) but endea- 
vour to remove those evils your 
mind may be under ; which per- 
haps is an office no less grateful, 
than making the Lody sound. 
Sickness and death are the com- 
mon lot of mankind; and to re- 
pine and gericve at this lot, is to 
combat the laws of nature, 
and fight against impossibilities. 
What wise man repines at the 
heat in summer, or the cold in 
winter ’ A common evil ceases 
to be an evil. But perhaps your 
melancholy suggests to you, that 
it is a dismal thing to launch in- 
toan unknown abyss. JT answer: 
Sometimes I dream of dreadful 


things, but when TI awake, all 


vanishes. Thus if we examine 
death and its consequences by 
our reason, those formidable 
monsters grow tame and familiar 
tous. Il would demand of him, 
who asks me what estate I shall 
be in after death, what estate he 
was in before life? Pain and 
pleasure will leave their impres- 
sions upon a human spirit. If lI 
was either happy or miserable be- 
fare I was born, I must still retain 
the impression: but I do not 
now, therefore I shall not hereaf- 
er: I came out of nothing, and 
shall return intoit. As the flame 
of an extinguished candle dis- 
solves and loses itselfin the cir- 
cumambientair, even so the taper 












of life vanishes into ether, and is 
no more, when once the laws of 
the vital union are broken. Death 
itself is nothing, and alter death 
is nothing ; take courage, man : 
either die like yourself, master of 
your own fate and happiness, so 
long as it is to be kept; or else 
recover, and live worthy the char- 
acter of a person, who knows how 
either to live or die. So wish- 
es,” Kc. 

This letter was but fuel to the 
tormenting flame, before im the 
breast of the sick gentleman ; 
who immediately dictated the 
following answer : 


¢ Sir, 

“ Being not able to use my 
own, I have borrowed another 
hand, to answer yours. You say 
well, itis a more grateful office 
to endeavour to remove the dis- 
orders of the mind than of the 
body. What you urge of the 
common lot of mankind, as death 
and sickness, 1 could wish were 
my case ; but my afiliction is, 
that despair and hell are the com- 
mon lot of Atheists. Now your 
argument cannot reach my case, 
unless you first prove that Athe- 
ism is as Imevitable as death and 
sickness, and that therefore the 
effects of it are to be borne pa- 
tiently, unless a man will combat 
necessity, and fight against the 
laws of fate. I have formerly 
used this way of arguing myself, 
but wonder now how I could ey- 


eer think it.conclusive. You say, 


that if we examine death and its 
supposed consequences by our 
reason, those formidable mon- 
sters grow tame and familiar: 
if, by our reason, you mean ei- 
ther that peculiar to Atheists, or 
the common reason of human 
mature, l am sure these monsters 
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will grow less tame and familiar, 
the more we think of them: 
since no reason shews what an 
unexperienced death is, or what 
the change consequent upon ity 
how cana we judge of things we 
do not know: Reason on such 
things as long as you picase, and 


you will be at last as far from the 


truth as when you began. Your 
argument is extremely weak a- 
bout a pre-existent and a future 
state: | retain no impression of 
past happiness or misery, there- 
fore there is none to come ; how 
that is a consequence, I do not 
see. Next you would have me 
believe, upon your bare word, that 
death is nothing, and after death 
is nothing: pray, how do you 
know, having not yet tried? 
There are a great many that say 
the contrary. I have only con- 
cerned myself with the rationali- 
ty oi your letter, that you may 
believe 1 am _ not distracted ; 
which [ weuld desire you to be- 
lieve, that what Lam going to say 
may not have less weight with 
you. Itis true, and whether you 
believe it or not, you will find it 
so at last; if I could force you 
to believe it 1 would: alll can 
do is, to deal with you asa _ rea- 
sonable creature, by opening my 
breast to you, and then leaving 
you at your liberty to act as you 
piecase. . While we are in health 
and business, we may act contra- 
ry to our intentions, and plead 
for the thing we believe not; but 
when we come to die, the vizard 
is taken off, and the man appears 
as he is. ihisis my condition, 
and therefore 1 can have no. mo- 
tive to impose upen my friends. 
Religion is no impostcr, heaven 
and hellare real, and the immor- 
tality of the soul as certain as the 
existence of the body : for a time 
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we have officiously deluded and 
cheated ourselves out of religion 
and happimess ; and Gop, who 
will not always be despised by his 
creatures, has chosen me as an 
example to you all, and a warn- 
ing to the lazy and indifferent 
Christian. But who, alas! can 
write his own tragedy without 
tears, or copy out the seal of his 
own damnation without horror ! 
That there isa Gob, I know, be- 
eause [ continually feel the ef- 
fects of his wrath : that there is 
a hell, I am _ equally certain, 
having received an earnest of my 
inheritance there already in my 
breast : that there is a natural 
conscience; I now feel with hor- 
ror and amazement, being con- 
tinually upbraided by it with my 
impieties, and with all my sins 
brought to my remembrance. 
Why Gop has marked me out 
for an example of his vengeance, 
rather than you or any other of 
our acquaintance, I presume, is, 
because I have been more reli- 
giously educated, and have done 
greater despite to the Spirit of 
Grace. What egregious folly is 
it for dust and ashes to contend 
with its Creator, to question his 
Justice, his power, yea, his very 
being ; when at the same time, 
without this Gop, every such 
wretch would immediately fall 
into nothing, being without him 
not able to exist one moment ’ 
What vile ingratitude is it scur- 
rilously to reflect on his religion, 
who died to reconcile such re- 
flecters to himself? Do not mis- 
take yourself; itis nota light 
matter to contend with the Gop 
of nature, to abuse religion, and 
deny its Author, and (what is 
worst of all) to apostatize from it, 
as Thave done. Gop has met 
with me for it, after a long for- 


bearance of my inveterate impie- 
ties and profaneness. Let me 
entreat you to leave off your sins ; 
who knows but Gop may yet re- 
ceive you? I speak not this out 
of any love to virtue, or hatred of 
vice (for | am hardened and im- 
penitently reprobate) ; but, like 
Dives, I am unwilling my breth- 
ren should come into this place 
of torment. Make what use of 
this you please ; only remember, 
that if it does not reclaim it will 
enhance your guilt, possibly to be 
overtaken in this world, as Iam 
by the just judgment of God ; if 
not, be sure you will be met with 
hereafter, which is all, from, &c.”’ 

As soon as the letter was read 
and sent, the night being far 
worn; we all took our leave of 
him, wishing him good rest, and 
a happier condition the next day. 
To which he replied, “ Gentle- 
men, I] thank you, but my hap- 
piness is atan end; and as for 
my rest to night, thus 1 spend 
the little remainder of my miser- 
able moments. All the ease I 
expect will. be wishing for the 
day, as in the day time I wish for 
the night, andin a fearful expec- 
tation of my dissolution, and the 
account I must make upon it. 
But, Gentlemen, good night to 
you ; and remember me, to con- 
firm you inthe religion I have 
disowned, that you may stand 
more cautiously by my folly, and 
secure the happiness I have for- 
feited.” 

The next day came several o 
his friends out of the country. 
Having had an account of his cir- 
cumstaaces, one of them told him 
that he and several more of his 
relations came to town, and were 
sorry to find him in so weak a 
condition as he appeared to be in ; 
for now he was nothing but skin 
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and bone, the agonies he lay un- 
der doing the work of the qe 
est consumption. 

He answered, “ I amobliged 
in common civility to thank you 
alk: but who are my relations ? 
Our Saviour said, such as did the 
will of his heavenly Father were 
his relations. © I may properly 


say, that none but the Atheists,” 


the reprobate, and such as do the 
work of the devil, are my rela- 
tions. This little tie of flesh and 
blood will dissolve in a moment, 
but the relation I have with the 
damned fs permanent. The 
same lot, the same place of tor- 
ment, the same exercise of blas- 
phemy, and the same eternity of 
horror, will be the common lot 
of us all; so the similitude of 
torments, place, and duration, 
will join us in a very strict 
union.” 

His friends, who only had 
heard he was distracted, hearing 
him deliver himself in such 
terms were amazed, and began 
to inquire of some of us, what 
made him talk at such a rate? 
He, hearing them whispering to- 
gether, and imagining the cause, 
called them ali to him, and said, 

** You imagine me melancholy 
or distracted: I wish I were ei- 
ther; but it is part of my judg- 
ment that Lam not. No; my 
apprehension of persons and 


things\is rather more quick and. 


vigorous, than it was when I was 
in perfect health ; and it is my 
Curse, becausethereby Iam more 
sensible of the condition I am 
fallen into. ». Would you be in- 
formed why I am become a skel- 
eton in three or four days? See 
now then I have despised my Ma- 
ker, and denied my Redeemer ; 
I have joined myself to the Athe- 
ists and profane, and continued 
Vol. ll. No. 1. E 
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this course under many convic- 
tions, till my iniquity was ripe 
for vengeance, and the just judg- 
ments of Gop overtook me, when 
my security was the greatest, and 
the checks of my conscience 
were the least. Since I have de- 
nied that salvation which cometh 
by Jesus Christ, there is no other 
Mediator or Intercessor for sin- 
ners; if there be, which is he 
that can redeem my soul from 
hell, or give a ransom for my 
life? No, no; “if we sin wil- 
fully after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there re- 
mains no more sacrifice for sin, 
but a fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation to 
consumetheadversary.” “ There 
remains no more sacrifice for 
sin,’ that is the wound that 
pierces my soul. Curist Jesus 
was the only expiatory sacrifice 
Gop would accept ; I not accept- 
ing, 1 would say, I despising this, 
there remains no other for me to 
accept of, no other to make a- — 
tonement and satisfaction for me; 
there is no other name given un- 
aven but the name of Jz- 
“whereby we may be saved, 
and it is that Jesus whom I have 
reproached, and ridiculed, and 
abused in his members ; nay, to 
whom I have induced others to 
do the same. . Methinks your 
breasts are all open to me, and, 
in the midst of your pity and 
surprise, you would bid me hope. 
and believe, and supplicate the 
mercy I have abused, because 
Jesus CuRIst came to save sin- 
ners, and to bring to repentance. 
In that I know all your thoughts, 
Alas, how fain would I hope and 
believe ! Can a man in torments 
not desire to be freed from them? 
No, assure yourselves I would 
upon any terms ; but the wrath 
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of Gop obstructs the power of 
hoping and believing, and though 
I would, I can do neither. I 
know not what some divines 
mean, who say, He that desires 
to refient, does tt in some measure ; 
Il experience the contrary. <A 
fruitless wish that comes not in 
to act, is no more than a convic- 
tion which shall lay such persons 
under great condemnation. You 
would have me supplicate that 
mercy I have abused. Alas, of 
that I have no hopes, but what de- 
pend upon abused mercy! But 
why said I hopes? I have no 
hopes! My hopes are frustrated, 
my expectations are cut off ; and 
what remains behind? Why am 
I bid to hope and believe? Oh, 
what mockery is this upon me ! 
To find me in misery, and bid me 
be happy, without affording me 
any powerof being so! Indeed, 
Should Jesus Curist say so to 
me, it would be comfort ; but for 


_ you to say so, is the same thing 


as to bid a malefactor shake off 
his chains, and assume his liber- 
ty ; or call up the dead to rise 
out of their graves, and c e 
their estates and honours again. 
How idle is it to bid the fire not 
burn when fuel is administered, 
and to command the seas to be 
smooth in the midst of a storm ! 
Such is my case ; and what are 
the comforts of my friends? But 
Iam spent, I can complain no 
more. Would to Gop that the 
cause of my complaining would 
cease! The cause of my com- 
plaining ! this renews my grief, 
and summons up the little 






strength I have left to complain 


again, like an expiring blaze, be- 
fore it is extinguished. It is just 
so with me: but whither am I 
going !” 


As he said this, he fainted a- 


_ spirits of his friends. 
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way, and lay in a swoon for a con- 
siderable time ; but, by the help 
of some Spirits, we brought him 
to himself again. As soomas he 
had opened his eyes; he said, 
* Oh, cruel, unkind friends, to 
awaken me from a dream, in 
which I had a cessation from my 
torments !” This he spoke with 
so lively a concern, that no one 
could refrain from tears. “ You 
weep,” said he, “ but your tears 
come too late. WasI like a- 
nother person that goes out of 
the world, it would be one of my 
greatest troubles to see you 
weep, or at best it would add to 
my pains ; for he must be un- 
natural and senseless that would 
not be troubled at the afflictions 
of others, especially his friends 
and relations. But the case is 
otherwise with me. My cupis 
full, and runs over already ; the 
bitterness of my soul is as great 
asit possibly can be in this world ; 
my heart is full of horror and an- 
guish ; no grief can add to mine, 
being so great, that it is incapa- 
ble of receiving more. Perhaps 
this may seem a paradox to you 
at first; but what think you of 
time, and eternity which com- 
prehends and swallows up all 
time? Can any one add any 
thing to the wrath of Gop, which 
includes the fury of devils and 
men ; this being derivative from, 
and independent of that? And 
can any one add to my grief and 
torture, who am fallen into th 

hands of the living Gop? No, 
no ; reserve your tears for your 
sins, and cast them not away up- 
on one who is neither the better 
nor the worse for them.” You 
may easily imagine what impres- 
sions this would make upon the 
However, 
in the midst of their grief and 
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amazement, they had the pru- 
dence to think of the reputation 
of their family, and to provide for 
as much secresy as was possible. 

They therefore conveyed him 
by night to new lodgings. But 
he was grown so weak that he 
fainted away several times in 
the chair ; they got him into his 
chamber, and to bed, as soon as 
they could. After a little rest, 
he yet found strength to express 
himself thus : 

“ I am not concerned to know 
whither you have brought me, 
or your reasons for so doing. 
It had been something, if you 
had changed my state with my 
lodgings: but my torments are 
greater than before; for I see 
that dismal hour just at hand, 
when I must bid you ail fare- 
wel.” 

The physicians were now 
sent for again, but they still de- 
clared they could do nothing for 
him; only they ordered him 
some cordial julep, which, they 
said, might strengthen nature to 
hold out two or three days longer. 

My business calling me away 
far a day or two, I came again on 
Thursday morning pretty ear- 
ly ; when I came in, I inquired 
of his friends, how he spent his 
time. They told me he had 
had little company ; and his ex- 
pressions were much _ shorter 
than before; but what he did 
speak seemed to have more hor- 
ror and despair than before. I 
went to his bed-side, and asked 
him how he did. 

He replied, “ Damned and lost 
forever.” I told him the de- 
crees of God were secret; per- 
haps he was punished in_ this 
life to fit him for a better. He 
answered, * They are not secret 
to me, but discovered ; and my 
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greatest torment, my punish- 
ment here, is for an example to 
others. Oh,. that there was no 
God, or that this God could 
cease to be, for I am sure he 
will have no mercy upon me!” 
—‘ Alas,” said I, “there is no 
contending with our Creator, 
and therefore avoid such words 
as may provoke him more.”’— 
“ True,” replied he, “ there is 
no contending; I wish there 
were a possibility of getting 
above God, that would be a hea- 
ven to me.” I entreated him 
not to give way to such blasphe- 
mous thoughts, for Here 
he interrupted me. “ Read we 
not in the Revelations of them 
that blasphemed God, because of 
their pains? I am one of their 
number. Oh, how do I envy 
the happiness of Cain and Ju- 
das ?”—‘ But,” replied I, “ you 
are yet alive, and do not feel the 
torments of those, that are in 
hell.” 

He answered, “ This is either” 
true or false ; if it be ‘true, how 
avy will those torments be, of 
i Ido not yet feel the ut- 
Tmost? But I know it is false, 
and that I endure more than the 
spirits of the damned; for I 
have the very same torture upon 
my spirits that they have,  be- 
side those I endure in my body. 
I believe at the day of judgment 
the torments of my mind and 
body will both together be more 
intense ; but as I now am, no 
spirit in hell endures what I do. 
How gladly would I change my 
condition for hell! How ear- 
nestly would I entreat my angry 
Judge to send me thither, were 
I not afraid that out of vengeance 
he would deny me ‘” Here ‘he 
closed his eyes a little, and be- 
gan to talk very wildly, every 
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now and then groaning and 
gnashing- his teeth: but soon 
after, opening his eyes, he grew 
sensible again, and felt his own 
pulse, saying, “ How lazily my 
minutes go on! When will be 
the last breath, the last pulse, 
that shall beat my spirit out of 
this decayed mansion, into the 
desired regions of death and 
hell? Oh! I find it is just now 
at hand! and what shall TI say 
now? Am not I afraid again to 
die? Ah, the forlorn hopes of 
him that has Not God to go to! 
Nothing to fly to for peace and 
comfort !” Here his speech 
failed him: we.all believing him 
to be dying, went to prayer; 
which threw him into an agony ; 
in which, though he could not 
speak, he turned away his face, 
and made what noise he could 
to hinder himself from hearing. 
Perceiving this, we gave over. 
As soon as he could speak, 


(which was not till after some 


time) he said, “ Tigers and 
monsters, are ye also become 
devils to torment me, a 
me a prospect of heaven, t 
my hell more intolerable 

“ Alas, Sir,” said I, “ it 1s our 
desire of your happiness that 
casts us down at the throne of 
grace ; if God denies assistance, 
who else can give it? Ifhe will 
not have mercy, whither must 
we go for it?” 

He replied, “ Oh, that is the 
dart that wounds me! God is 
become my enemy, and there is 
none so strong as to deliver me 
outof his hands. He consigns 
me over to eternal vengeance, 
and there is none able to redeem 
me! Was there such another 
God as he, who would patronize 
my cause ; or was I above God, 
or independent on him ; could I 






act or dispose of myself as I 
pleased; then would my hor- 
rors cease, and the expectations 
-and designs of my formidable en- 
emies be frustrated. But, oh! 
this cannot be, for I——.” 

His voice failed again, and he 
began to struggle and gasp for 
breath ; which having recovered, 
with a groan so dreadful and hor- 
rid, as if it had been more than 
human, he cried out, “ Ou, THE 
UNSUFFERABLE PANGS OF HELL 
AND DAMNATION!” and then 


expired. V.D. 


——e 


The confessions and petitions contained 
in the following Praver are perfectly 
adapted to the present state of our na- 
tion, and we recommend it to the re- 
ligious attention of all our pious 
readers. 


A PRAYER, EXTRACTED FROM 
BISHOP HALL’s “ HOLY ORDER 
OF MOURNERS IN SION.” 


O our God, thou hast remov- 
ed our souls far from peace, thou 
hast most justly filled us with 
thine indignation ; for we have 
deserved that thou shouldest pour 
our iniquities upon us, and 
shouldest bring upon us the fruits 
of our own thoughts, and meas- 
ure our works into our bosoms, 
and cause us to drink at thy hand 
the cup of thy fury; yea, even 
to have the dregs of the cup of 
trembling to be wrung out to us, 
for we have walked every one af- 
ter the imagination of his own 
evil heart. Our transgressions 
are with us and are multiplied be- 
fore thee; and though we have 
professed to be humbled under 
thy mighty hand, we have not 
cried to thee in our hearts, neith- 
er have we loathed ourselves in 
our own sight for the evils*that 
we have committed ; so that we 
do now justly lie down in our 
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shame, and our confusion cover- 
eth us; willingly acknowledging 
that our iniquities have most de- 
servedly turned away thy bless- 
ings from us, and drawn thy 
judgments upon our heads. _ 
But, O Lord, hast thou so smit- 
ten us that there is no healing for 
us? have we put ourselves utter- 
ly out of the reach of thy bound- 
less mercies? art thou not the 
God that retainest not thine an- 
ger forever, because thou delight- 
est in mercy ? O thou, the hope 
of Israel, and the Saviour thereof 
in the time of trouble, return, 
return to thy people in the tender 
bowels of thine infinite pity and 
compassion, humble our souls 
thoroughly under the sense of 
our many backslidings and griev- 
ous provocations of the eyes of 
thy glory. Oh, strike thou our 
heart with an unfeigned repent- 
ance of all our evil ways, and 
once again speak peace unto thy 
servants. Was there ever a 
more stiff-necked and rebellious 
people, O Lord, than thine 
Israel? more eminent in a- 
bused mercies? 


able wickedness? more exer- 
cised with variety of judg- 
ments? yet when they cried to 
thee in their distress, thou wert 
still ready to hear and deliver 
them, and to renew thy so often 
forfeited blessings upon them, 
and wouldst not let loose thy ven- 
geance upon them till there was 
no remedy. : 
Behold we are thy people, 
though a sinful one, a second Is- 
rael both for sins and mercies : 
now, Lord, since it is thy mar- 
vellous mercy that we are not yet 
consumed, be still pleased to 







more notori- | 
ous in all kinds of abomin- 7 
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magnify thine infinite goodness 
in thy gracious forbearances and 
our powerful conversion to thee. 
And though we cannot but con- 
fess we area sinful nation,a people 
laden with iniquity, a seed of evil 
doers, yet, Lord, thou knowest 
thou hast thy secret ones among 
us, a people that prayeth and 
trembleth at thy judgments, and 
waiteth humbly at the door-posts 
of thy sanctuary ; a people that 
desireth to walk close with thee 
their God, and to be approved of 
thee in all their ways ; a people 
that sigheth and mourneth for 
the abominable sins of the land 
of their nativity: O, for their 
sakes be thou entreated to hold 
off thy revenging hand from this 
sinful nation, and even yet still 
provoke us by thy goodness to 
repentance, O thou, the righte- 
ous and merciful Judge of the 
world, who even for ten righteous 
persons would have spared a Sod- 
om and Gomorrah from their fi- 
ery execution, be pleased tender- 
ly to regard the cries of thy 

many hundred faithful and de- 
souls that sue to thee for 
Stay and removal of thy de- 
served judgments. Oh, do thou 
look down from heaven and be- 
hold from the habitation of thy 
holiness and thy glory, the un- 
feigned humiliation of thy ser- 
vants, who are prostrate before 
thee with fastings, and weeping, 
and mourning: turn away thy 
heavy displeasure from us, and 
pity thy sanctuary which is deso- 
late ; so shall our mouths be full 
of the praises of thy name, and 
thy saints shall rejoice and sing 
hew songs unto the God of our 
salvation. AMEN. 
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FRAGMENTS. 


EXTRACTS FROM DR. ODMANN’S 
GEOGRAPHICAL POCKET DIC- 
TIONARY OF THE NEW TESTA- 
MENT.* 


AREOPAGUS, Agtiosrayes, the 
celebrated tribunal of Athens, 
held on a hill of that name. 
Here Mars is said to have been 
acquitted by twelve of the gods, 
for having killed the ravisher of 
his daughter. This circumstance 
seems to have been invented, in 
order to add solemnity to the tri- 
bunal. It is not known, whether 
it was instituted by Cecrops, or 
Cranaus, or Solon. The number 
of the members is variously stat- 
edto have been 9, 31, and 51. 
They were chosen from among 
the Most virtuous cjtizens, and 
such prefects, as had distin- 
guished themselves: by their pa- 
triotism. The office was held 
for life; but if a judge behav- 
ed improperly, intoxicated him- 
self, or uttered any indecent 
words, he was immediatel - 
posed. Here sentence w 
nounced, not only on 
crimes, but also on immo 
and idleness, which last was 
looked upon as the parent of all 
vices. Disrespect for religion 
was treated with the greatest se- 
verity, and forensic oratory was 
totally psohibited, lest it should 
influence the judges. This tri- 







* Dr. Odmann is minister of Up. 
sal, in Sweden, a learned and respec- 
table divine, author of several works 
in high repute in his own country. 
The work, from which these extracts 
are made, and which was designed 
for a companion to the vounger cler- 
gy, is highly approved by the Eng- 
lish Reviewers, and a translation of 
it recommended. 
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bunal was respected as the vety 
seat of justice. Even the Ro 
mans themselves appealed to it 
in weighty matters. Pericles, on 
being refused admittance as a 
member, diminished its power, 
and from that day the 4reofagus, 
and the morality of the Athenians 
suffered a common fall. It was 
before this tribunal, which was 
held in the open air, that St. 
Paul delivered the address re- 
corded by St. Luke, Acts xvii. 
22, &c. 

Cuios, Xées, an island in the 
Archipelago, a few miles south 
of Lesbos ; called by the Greeks 
Chio, but by the Turks Saki Adas- 
st, (Mastic island.) It occurs on- 
ly in Acts xx. 15, at the last de- 
parture of St. Paul from Greece. 
It is about 50 miles in length, 
and 25 in breadth, mountainous 
and of a poor soil, but famous for 
the mastic, with which it supplies 
the royal seraglio. This gum, 
which is chewed by the Turkish 
ladies, in order to preserve their 
teeth clean, and their breath 
sweet, is collected by the Chris- 
tian inhabitants of the island ; 
who, as a remuneration for it, are 
exempted from half the poll tax. 
The manner of collecting it is 
described by Tournefort, Bello- 
nius, Thevenot, Monconys, Car- 
reri, Pocock, Chandler, and oth- 
ers. Although the climate of 
the island is reckoned healthy, 
it is often visited by the plague. 
The number of inhabitants is 
100,000, and all live comfortably 
by industry. An old building is 


still to be seen, which goes by 
the name of Homer’s School ; but 
according to Mr. Chandler, it 
was a temple of Cyéele. The 
island is circumstantially describ- 
ed by Myller. 
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META; MsAirn, how Malta, an 
island in the Mediterranean sea, 
distinguished in the New Tes- 
tament by the shipwreck of St. 
Paul, Acts xxviii. The inhabit- 
ants, who spoke in an African 
dialect, (Bag Bags) received the 
crew with great humanity. They 
kindled a fire, on account of the 
constant rain (éssara); but when 
the apostle was laying ona bun- 
dle of sticks, which he had gath- 
ered, a very venomous viper 
(Eysdve) roused by the flames 
came out, and twisted itself round 
his arm (xa#3Infx.) The islanders 
now thought themselves wit- 
nesses of Divine vengeance de- 
manding that justice, which the 
waves had failed to execute ; but 
the apfiostle shook off the animal in- 
to the fire, and felt no hurt. ‘They 
then passed to another extreme, 
(geeraBarrousves) and took him to 
be a god. The reader will find 
the best description of Malta in 
Nieburh’s travels through the 
Levant, and Brydone’s Letters 
on Sicily and Malta. I have on- 
ly this to add, that although no 
serpents are now found in Malta, 


there can be no reason to sus- — 


pect St. Luke’s relation ; for the 
island consists of a chalky rock, 
of which, at present, no-spot re- 
mains uncultivated. In the 
Same manner of late in some of 
the West India islands, serpents 
have been totally extirpated by 
the extent of cultivation, having 
thereby lost all places of retreat. 
The saying of the inhabitants, 
that serpents, which are brought 
hither cannot live, is a fable. 
The petrified substances com- 
monly called vipers’ tongues, 
which are found in the softer 


hills, are nothing else than the 
teeth of fish. 


Anecdotes. : 31 


ANECDOTES. 

One of the most renowned 
philosophers and statesmen of 
this age, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 
informs us, that all the good he 
ever did to his country or man- 
kind, he owed to a small book 
which he accidentally met with, 
entitled, “ Essays to do good,” 
in several sermons from Gal. vi. 
10. “As we have, therefore, 
opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them 
who are of the household of 
faith.” These sermons were 
written by Dr. Cotton Mather, a 
very able and pious minister of 
the gospel in Boston. “ This 
little book,” he says, “ he studied 
with care and attention ; laid up 
the sentiments in his memory, 
and resolved from that time, 
which was in his early youth, 
that he would make doing good 
the great purpose and business 
of his life.” 





ARCHBISHOP Williams, inthe 
se of life, said to a friend of 
“I have passed through 
places of honour and trust, 
in church gnd state ; more 
than any of my order in England, 
these seventy years before ; yet, 
were I but assured, that, by my 
preaching, I had converted but 
one soul to God, I should take 
therein more true joy.and com- 
fort, than in all the honours and 
offices which have been bestowed 
upon me.” Fuller's Church His- 
tory. B. II, fi. 228. 

Tue celebrated Dr. Manton 
Was appointed on a public occa- 
sion to preach before the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of Lon- 
don. His sermon was learned, 
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ingenious, and elegant. As he 
was returning homey a plain old 
gentleman pulled him by the 
coat, and desired to speak to him. 
The doctor stopt, and the stran- 
ger thus addressed him. “ I was 
one of your auditory today. I 
went to be fed with the gospel, 
as usual; but have returned 
empty. Dr. Manton was not 
Dr. Manton this morning. 
There was, indeed, much of the 
Doctor, of the florid and learned 
man, in the discourse ; but little 
or nothing of Jesus Christ: it 
was, in short, no sermon to me.” 
“ Sir,” answered the Doctor, “ if 
i have not preached to you, you 
have now preached a good ser- 
mon to me: such as,I trust, I 
shall never forget, but be the bet- 
ter for, as long as I live.” 





A GENTLEWOMAN went one 
day to hear Dr. preach, and 
as usual, carried a pocket Bible 
with her, that she might turn to 
any of the passages the preacher 
might happen to refer to. But 
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she found, that she had no use 
for her Bible there: and, on 
coming away, said toa friend, “I 
should have left my Bible at 
home to day, and have brought 
my dictionary. The Doctor 
does not deal in Scripture, but in 
such learned words and phrases, 
as require the help of an inter- 
preter, to render them intelligi- 
ble.” 





Tue pious and learned Mr. 
Halyburton, Professor of Divini- 
ty in the University of St. An- 
drews, being asked, when a 
young man, by an aged minister, 
if ever he sought the blessing of 
God on his studies, ingenuously 
acknowledged that he did not. 
“ Sir,” said the minister, with an 
austere look, “ unsanctified learn- 
ing has done much mischief to 
the church of God.” These 
words made a deep impression 
on his mind, and from that time 
he looked up to God for his 
assistance and blessing in the 
prosecution of his studies. 





jOublications. 


_—— 


Memoirs of eminently frious wo- 
men, who were ornaments to 
their sex, blessings to their fam- 
ilies, and edifying exampiles to 
the church and world. Abridg- 
ed from the large work of Dr. 
Gibbons, London. By Danie 
Dana. 7ift.396,12mo, New- 
buryport. A. March. 1803. 


Tuis title page is unfortunate- 
ly encumbered with a part of that, 
which constitutes the matter of 
a preface. Authors forget that 


the design of a title page is to 
give a name to the book, and that 


the name ought to be as concise 
as possible. Let the finished 
works of ancient or modern times 
be consulted. None of them 
justify the prolixity, with which 
a Gothic custom has lately dis- 
ficured title pages. 

The judicious author of this 
abridgment points out the gen- 
eral design and utility of the 
work in his concise, well written 
preface, which, with a few omis- 
sions, is here quoted. 

Of Biography he says, 

“No species of writing seems se 
happily calculated at once to inform 
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the mind, to improve the taste, and 


to meliorate the heart. By exhibiting 
goodness in an alluring, but practica- 
ble form ; by presenting excellence 
actually attained, with the various 
means and steps of its acquisition ; 1t 
furnishes us with some of the best 
possible excitements to be what we 
eught to be. ; 
~ “In one point of view, the deline- 
ation of eminent Christian characters 
appears peculiarly interesting. It af- 
fords a striking evidence at once of 
the divinity of the Scriptures, and the 
transcendent excellence of the reli- 
gion which they inculcate. The best 
vindication of this religion results from 
a display of its nature and genuine et- 
tects. 

“ With great propriety it has been 
remarked, that those lives which de- 
serve most to be had in remembrance, 
are most easily recorded, and consist of 
JSewest articles. The,memorials of ex- 
cellent and exemplary women are 
therefore peculiarly worthy of atten- 
tion for the very reasons, for which 
they are sometimes undervalued. 
Though generally uniform in their 
tenor, barren of incident, and of course 
little calculated to gratify mere cu- 
riosity, yet these are the lives which 
afford the most solid and valuable in- 
struction ; instruction which comes 
home to the bosoms of all, and which 
peculiarly addresscs us amid our jum- 
bler occupations and more retired 
scenes. | 

** The importance of women in eve- 
ry civilized society, their ascendence 
over the other sex, and influence in 
forming its character are generally 
confessed, but can scarce be adequate- 
ly.appreciated. If this influence ex- 
tended only to the periods of infancy 
and childhood, it would be a most 
momentous affair ; especially taken 
in connexion with the peculiar oppor- 
tunities for its exertion. But it oper- 
ates with eve an increased force, in 
the succeeding stages, and ceases not, 
but with life....It is of incalculable im- 
portance that those, who thus give 
the tone of sentiments and manners to 
their species, should be themselves 
correct, Nor cana greater service 
be done to society, than to present 
them with models by which their own 
characters may with safety and advan- 
tage be formed. 
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“The Memoirs of eminently pious 
women, by Da. Ginsons, furnish much ° 
valuable instruction of this kind. 
Many of the characters exhibited are 
of the first order. Nor is it an un- 
important circumstance to find emi- 
nent picty recommended, in so many 
instances, by the embellishments of 
genius, learning, and rank. Yet cer- 
tain obvious infelicities attached to the 
work, seem much calculated to ob- 
struct its circulation and usefulness. 
To remedy these infclicities, has been 
the aim of the editor of the present 
volume. He has connected the nar- 
rative, compressed the style, and, 
without omitting what seemed impor- 
tant, curtailed a variety of redundant 
and uninteresting matter. In a few 
instances, distinct and independent 
accounts of the same life have been 
incorporated ; a change equally con- 
ducive to conciseness and perspicu- 
ity. In others, where the materials 
for profitable history were obviously 
scanty, it was deemed best to pre- 
sent, without ornament or circumlo. 
cution, the few traits which could be 
collected. Such are the principal 
means, by which he has endeavoured 
to transfuse into a moderate duodeci- 
mo volume, the essence of two copi- 
ous octavos.” 

_ This volume, thus handsomely 
introduced by the editor, deline- 
ates the lives of the following 
sons, of distinguished rank 
piety, viz. 

Lady Jane Grey, Queen Cath- 
arine Parr, Jane Queen of Na- 
varre, Mary Queen of G. Britain, 
Lady Mary Vere, Countess of 
Suffolk, Lady Mary Armyne, 
Lady Elizabeth Langham, Coun- 
tess of Warwick, Lady Elizabeth 
Brooke, Miss Margaret Andrews,’ 
Lady Alice Lucy, Lady Marga- 
ret Houghton, Miss Ann Bay- 
nard, Lady Frances Hobart, La- 
dy Catharine Courtew, Lady 
Cutts, Mrs. Anne Askewe, Mrs. 
Jane Ratcliffe, Mrs. Catharine 
Bretterg, Lady Rachel Russell, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Burnet, Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Bury, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Rowe. 
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We have seen one volume of 
the original work by Dr. Grn- 
gons. After attending to that, 
we are ready to bestow high en- 
comiums on the abridgment, 
and on the judgment, taste, and 
pious design and diligence of its 
author. We shail attempt to re- 
commend this work to the atten- 
tion of the Christian public by 
pointing out some of the pecu- 
liar benefits, which it tends to 
produce, and which every care- 
ful, devout reader of it may hope 
to experience. 

This bookis a fit comfanton of 
our retired hours. It may with 
propriety be admitted inio the 
closet, and used as an aid to pi- 
ous meditation, and an excite- 
mentto devotion. Properly used, 
it would contribute much to the 
peculiar delight and advantage of 
relivious retirement. 

It happily displays the sameness 
of evangelical religion. Here we 
see that the diversity, which ap- 
pears in the external circum- 
stances of belicvers, does not al- 
ter the nature of religion. 
appears the same in the 
prosperity, and in the day 
versity ; the same in the palace, 
in the prison, and on the scaffold. 
Here it is manifest, that true re- 
ligion is the same in different 
ages. ‘The greatest diversity in 
the customs and manners, and in 
the civil and literary advantages 
of different times makes no 
change in the essential features 
of true piety. It is pleasing and 
edifying to observe in all the 
characters here exhibited the 
same apprehension of God’s glo- 
ry, and of the hateful nature of 
sin ; the same regard to the di- 
vine Redeemer; the same hu- 
mility, self-loathing, and depen- 
dence on divine grace ; the same 
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devotedness to the cause of God, 
and the same cheerful, unresery- 
ed acquiescence in his will. We 
see them all thinking, speaking 
and acting as children of the 
same Parent, disciples of the 
same Master, seekers of the same 
country, and heirs of the same 
elory. 

This volume clearly shows, 


that the most elevated condition of 


life, the most noble birth, shining 
talents,and honouradle connextons, 
Furnish no safeguard against ca- 
lamity, but rather expose to tri- 
als unusually severe, and to sor- 
rows deeper than mortals com- 
monly feel. Who that reads the 
history of these exalted charac- 
ters, and surveys the cares which 
oppressed, the dangers which 
threatened, and the grief which 
almost overwhelmed them, can 
envy their exalted situation ? 
At the same time we are here 
taught to admire the grace of 
God, which secures persons from 
the numerous temptations of 
high life, and enables them to 
persevere in well doing amid all 
the perils to which their piety is 
exposed. 

The volame we are now re- 
commending is calculated to prro- 
mote humility. That such heights 
of knowledge and piety were at- 
tained by these excellent women ; 
that they were so meek and low- 
ly in circumstances, which tend- 
ed to nourish their pride ; so pen- 
itent, where sin is commonly 
overlooked ; so strictly relig- 
ious, where so many things en- 
couraged dissipation; to see 


them so diligently using for God 
those talents and aecomplish- 
ments, which others devote to 
the world, surpassing the com- 
mon Christian as much in self- 
denial and heavenly mindedness, 
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as in the trials of their condition ; 
all this reproves our low attain- 
ments, and should fill us with 
emotions of humble penitence. 

But while it humbles, zt en- 
courages to frious resolution and 
diligence. Wow can we despond, 
or indulge in sloth, when we see 
that moral excellence is attaina- 
ble, and that the most arduous 
duties are practicable ? In the di- 
aries of these pious women, the 
Christian has the peculiar advan- 
tage of observing their most pri- 
vate reflections, and looking into 
their very hearts. Thus he finds 
that the spiritual trials, the in- 
ward struggles, the awful cor- 
ruptions of heart, which often 
distress, and sometimes discour- 
age him, have been the common 
lot of the saints. He learns that 
the excellent of the earth, those 
who have overcome the world 
and obtained a crown of glory, 
have experienced the very things, 
which now clog his devotion, in- 
terrupt his joy, and overcast his 
spiritual prospect. In this way 
he is led to admire the abound- 
ing grace of God, and is enliven- 
ed in the work of religion. 

Finally, these memoirs show 
us, how tranquil, how victerious 
the death of those, who live piiously, 
and die in the Lord ; and so im- 
press our minds with the desira- 
bleness, as well as the solemnity 
of the time, when the believer 
will rest from his labour, and re- 
ceive the endless rewards of re- 
deeming grace, 

This is a brief display of the 
advantages, which the serious, 
devout reader may derive from 
the memoirs of these eminently 
pious women. Such are the 
leading considerations, which re- 
commend the volume to public 
notice. The style is easy, cor- 
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rect, intelligible, and adapted to 
the subject. There is an ob- 
servable sameness in many ex- 
tracts from the private diaries of 
these worthy characters ; but the 
sameness is not irksome to those, 
who love the amiable exercises 
of vital religion. 


Familiar Letters to the Rev. 

Jouxn SHERMAN, once frastor of 

a church in Mansfield, in jiar- 

ticular reference to his late 

Anti-Trinitarian treastise. By 

DanieEL Dow, fasitor of a 

church in Thompson, Connec- 

¢icut. 

Ir is very satisfactory to en- 
lightened Christians to know, 
that evidences multiply in fa- 
vour of revelation, as the sci- 
ences are improved, and human 
knowledge extended, Every 
traveller, whe visits the rocks of 
Tyre, the cottages of Egypt, the 
plains of Babylon, or the hills of 
Jerusalem, “ trodden down of the 
Gentiles,” relates those facts, 
which establish the divine au- 
thority of ancient prophecies. 
Improvements made in the an- 
cient languages have also the 
same happy effects. 

Men of unscriptural opinions 
observing these things, endeay- 
our to pervert the same means 
to support their peculiar tenets, 
and favourite speculations. Their 
Lexicons, Hebrew and Greek, 
have new meanings; their Bi- 
bles must be tortured with new 
translations, and forced to teach 
new doctrines, That the Uni- 
tarian may quote Scripture with 
tolerable consistency, some pas- 
sages must be altered, some en- 
larged ; others must be shorten- 
ed, and others entirely erased 
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from the book of God. By adding 
and blotting they greatly sup- 
port their system. 

Among these divines, it seems, 
Mr. Sherman was ambitious to 
shine; he, therefore, wrote a 
volume. To this the pamphlet 
before us is a reply 

The first letter is “ to Mr. Sher- 
man, concerning his authorship.” 
{t is, indeed, a “ familiar’’ letter. 
The close is serious. “ But let 
it be remembered,” says Mr. 
Dow, “ that to us it is infinite- 
ly important, that we so live, 
speak, and act, as that we may, 
eventually, have praise of God. 
Though it was not at all incum- 
bent upon you, while you deem- 
ed truth s® unessential, to write 
such a book as you did; yet I 
feel it incumbent upon me, who 
believe truth to be of everlasting 
consequence, to make a few 
plain, friendly remarks upon 
your performance.” 

The second letter is “ to Mr. 
Sherman, concerning his advanta- 
ges for biblical criticism.” 

In this, he certainly does not 
forget his title page, “ familiar 
letters,” &c. “ As to the He- 
brew,” he says, “ you acknowl- 
edge that you know little or 
nothing about it yourself, and 
from what little attention I have 
paid to the language, I believe, 
Sir, in this instance, you told me 
the truth.” “ As to the Syriac, 
Arabic, Coptic, Ethiopic, &c. I 
presume you will readily own, 
that your knowledge is absolutely 
nothing. How then came you, 
Sir, by all this learned criticism ? 
Why did you not wait till you 
was [were] competent to the 
task you undertook ?” 

Letter 3d, “ Zo Mr. Sherman, 
concerning the traminels of his ed- 
ucation.” In this, he reminds 
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him of his Deism in early life, 
of his change to orthodoxy, and 
of his change again to Unitari- 
anism. 


Letter 4th, “ Zo Mr. Sher- 


man, concerning his mode of ex=' 


founding the Scriptures.’ This 
letter is replete with pertinent 
matter. The substance of it 
follows. 


‘“‘ Being desirous of raising a state- 
ly building, you began by laying at 
the foundation a preposition. How- 
ever, the preposition not being fit for 
your purpose, in its present state, 
you found it necessary to square it 
with a new translation. You indeed 
admit, that the preposition is some- 
times rendered, as our honest transla- 
tors have rendered it. But as this 
meaning was not to your liking, you 
chose to give it another rendering, 
which you considered as optional. 
The great task then was, to make all 
the rest of the Bible conform to it, 
that vou might prophesy according to 
this proportion of faith. But the 
current of the Scriptures ran opposite, 
and now, what must be done? Why, 
many passages must be re-translated, 
many others must be considered as 
interpolations, and the rest explained, 
as being so figurative as to mean ev- 
ery thing, any thing, or nothing, till it 
can be made to appear, that the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and the proper 
deity of Christ, is not contained in the 
Bible. Andif, after all, neither re- 
translating, nor expunging, nor turn- 
ing plain language into metaphor, will 
do the business, as much as you ab- 
hor interpolations, and would wish if 
possible to detect them, a few inter- 
polations wéwomxerouto at least must 
be inserted to make the matter out. 
But according to this mode of proceed- 
ing, where is the analogy of faith ac- 
cording to which we may prophesy ? 
Where are the spiritual things, which 
we are to compare together? Where 
is that sure word according to which 
we must speak or have no lightin us ? 
If theScriptures be so corrupt as that 
they may not be depended on, and 
they certainly are, if the foundation 
principle be corrupted, we- have 


nothing left to guide us, unless it be 
our own fancies, or your pre-conceiy- 































1806. ] 


ed sentiments. And in that case we 
may as well adopt the former as the 
latter. But the word of the Lord is 
settled in heaven.” 

Letter 5th, “ Zo Mr. Sher- 
man, concerning his Rabbins.” 

Letter 6th, “ Zo Mr. Sher- 
man, concerning the fruits of his 
doctrines.” This letter demands 
the very serious attention of 
Unitarian ministers. We wish 
them to inform us, why God 
blesses orthodox preaching “ by 
his own energizing Spirit, while 
they always dwell in a dry land ;” 
why they have so few diving 
Epistles to recommend them. 
Why their flocks “are like the 
mountains of Gilboa, on which 
was no rain nor dew.” 

Letter 7th, “ Zo Mri Sher- 
man, concerning his catholicism.” 
This deserves a serious perusal. 

Letter 8th, % Zo Mr. Sherman, 
concerning his firesent mode of dee 
Sending the gospel.” 

Letter 9th, ‘S*Z7’o Mr. Sherman, 
concerning Bible corrufitions.”’ 
This is useful, and shows a faith- 
ful attention to the subject. 

Letter 10th, “ Zo Mr. Sher- 
muin, concerning mysteries,” 
abounds with good sense, level 
to every capacity. 

Letter llth, “ Zo Mr. Sher- 
man, concerning the Trinity,’ 
contains much important truth. 

Letters 12, 13, and 14, re- 
spect the person, offices, and 
character of Christ, and present 
various evidences of his divinity. 

Letter 15th, “ Zo JAdr. Sher- 
man, concerning his exposition of 
harticular fiassages,’’ This is 
really the most useful, and in 
some respects the best part of 
the book. In one column are 
passages of Scripture ; in the 
other Mr. Sherman’s exposition. 
But Mr. Dow has not quoted 
Mr. Sherman, verbatim, but 
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“ abridged his lengthy quota- 
tions.” This weakens the certain- 
ty and confidence of the reader. 
The following are a few spe- 
cimens from a large number. 
St. Fohn. 
‘In the beginning was the Word, 


and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” 


Mr. Sherman. 

‘The word was not really God, 
but only a divine property. There is 
some mistake also in saying the 
word was with God. The Stoicks 
knew better than this.” p. 16. 19. 


St. Paul: 

“‘ Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by 
the word of his power.” 

Mr. Sherman. 

‘“¢ Christ upholds nothing, for he is 
nothing but a creature, who is him- 
self upheld by the power of God. 
Whatever power Christ has, is a del- 
egated power.” p. 33. 


St. Paul. 
‘* But unto the Son, he saith, thy 
throne, oh God, is forever and ever.” 


Mr. Sherman. 
“‘ Christ should not be called God 
in such a way as this. I had rather 
say, God supports him forever.” p. 35. 


These letters we think calcu- 
lated to do good, especially in 
the circle for which they were 
particularly designed. The style 
is generally correct, easy, and 
perspicuous. Considering the 
customary freedoms of neigh- 
bours, and how much Mr. Sher- 
man had provoked disrespect by 
shifting and changing his senti- 
ments once and again, had these 
letters not been intended for 
publication, little in them’ could 
be thought exceptionable ; but 
When they are considered as 
written for the public eye, to in- 
struct serious, inquiring minds 
on one of the most profound, and 
most essential doctrines of the 
gospel, they are evidently defi- 
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cient in dignity, in seriousness, 
and urbanity. They are too 
* familiar.” 


The way of God vindicated, in a 
sermon fireached Lord’s Day, 
Sept. 16, 1804, after the inter- 
ment of his only child, Jona- 
THAN Homer, A. B. who died 
of a consumption, Sept. 7, 1804, 
aged 21. By Jonatuan Ho- 
MER, Pastor of the first Church 
in Newton, 


Tue text selected for the af- 
fecting and melancholy occasion 
is in Psalm xviii. ver. 30. “ As 
for God, his way is fierfect.”’ 

The preacher first invites our 
“ attention to the way of God in 
his providential government.” 
He secondly “ attempts to illus- 
trate the perfection of this way 
even when it clashes with our 
private views and _ interests.” 
This he does by showing that 
the way of God “isthe way of 
rectitude,” “the way of wis- 
dom,” and “the way of good- 
ness.” He finally improves the 
subject by observing that, “ our 
knowledge of the general princi- 
ples and motives of the divine 
government is an inestimable 
privilege to beings like ourselves, 
perpetually exposed to the pierc- 
ing shafts of adversity,’ by “ re- 
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commending an immediate and 
universal attention to this shel- 
ter,” and by modestly delineating 
the character and worth of the 
departed youth. 

The tenderness and sympathy 
excited by the circumstances of 
this discourse disarm criticism, 
and were it even less perfect 
would compel us “ to weep with 
them that weep.” A serious and 
rational piety, a heart deeply afs 
fected with the government, and 
goodness of God, as well as del- 
icate, parental affection, bleeding 
with secret anguish, are agreea- 
bly exhibited in this sermon. 
The style is plain and modest, 
but sufficiently elevated for the 
mournful and distressing occa- 
sion. Asin most works of ge- 
nius, its uniformity leaves us in 
doubt, which part to select as a 
specimen of its merits. 

An appendix is attached to the 
sermon, containing notices of the 
death of young Mr, Homer from 
various publications in poetry 
and prose, with some extracts 
and compositions of his own, 
which further illustrate his ami- 
able character. This compila- 
tion is not only calculated to do 
good by making the most seri- 
ous impressions on the minds of 
youth, but is a natural expression 
of the parents’ grief and affec- 
tion, and tends to sooth and con- 
sole their wounded hearts. 
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State of Religion in Suabia, Bavaria, and Hungary. 
We are enabled, by the favour of controversies are laid aside; practi- 
a Catholic (ecclesiastic) correspon- cal religion is enforced ; good mor- 
dent in Germany, to report, that the als and useful instructions are incul- 
state of religion in the Catholie parts cated, instead of the mere frigid 
ef that empire manifests unequivocal forms of worship. ‘The clergy are 
symptoms of improvement. The old enjoined by a solemn proclamation, 
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published throughout Bavaria, to take 
an active part in the religious in- 
struction of youth. There are sev- 
eral monthly publications, (one at 
Lintz in Upper Austria, another at 
Constance, in Suabia) intended to 
spread moderate Maxims in religion : 
and these have contributed to ex- 
plode that abominable tenet, which 
admits’ of no salvation out of the 
(Romish) church. A writer in one 
of these works has even ventured to 
propose, instead of the mass, which 
is performed in Latin, the substitu- 
tion of a prayer book in G rman. In- 
stead of the old catechism a new one 
is preparing; in which religion is 
earnestly recommended as a matter, 
not of torm, but of the heart. 

In the Bavarian dominions, many 
religious orders, monasteries, &c. 
have been abolished, as corrupt and 
superstitious: many pilgrimages 
have been prohibited, and many 
saints’ days have been abrogated. It 
must, at the same time, be acknowl- 
edged, that a spirit of infidelity 
makes rapid progress in the Catholic 

art of Germany. This indeed might 

e expected. To be otfiended with 
superstition, is not the same thing as 
to embrace religion: and where pure 
religion is unknown, what other al- 
ternative has the thinking mind ? 

A few years ago, several Catholic 
divines, in the circle of Suabia, 
adopted a manner of preaching, which 
excited general attention. They 
most strongly enforced by doctrine 
and example the necessity of vital 
godliness, and practical religion. 
Their churches were crowded. Those 
who adhered to the old system, caus- 
ed them to be cited before the tribun- 
al of the bishop of Augsburg; where 
they so effectually defended them- 
selves, as to be dismissed to their re- 
spective parishes without further 
harm. 

In Hungary the animosity of relig¢- 
ious party is peculiarly active. It 
was first kindled by the Jesuits, and 
the higher Catholic clergy inflamed it. 
In this country hardly any marriage 
of persons belonging to both com- 
munions takes place, except the Pro- 
testant party engages to become 
Catholic, or, at least, to suffer his 
children to receive a Catholic educa- 
tion. The conversion of Catholics to 
Protestantism is rendered extremely 
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difficult : not merely by the authoriz- 
ed arguments emploved by the Catho- 
lic clergy, during six weeks previous 
to such conversion, in order to in- 
duce the applicant to remain a steady 
member of the Romish communion: 
but also by the terrors of imprison- 
ment, stripes, and other violences. 
It is even said, that justice itself is 
biassed, on these occasions ; and that 
absolutions for false evidence are not 
uncommon. During the last war, 
when a conscription took place, every 
art was used to enrol Protestants as 
soldiers, that they might perish by the 
sword of the enemy. Protestants are 
excluded from public offices. Pro- 
testant books undergo severe investi- 
gation, and few which are sound in 
their principles are allowed. The 
Catholic clergy even wished to pro- 
hibit Protestants from going to any 
German university for education. 
Protestants who are zealous are rep- 
resented as seditious : those who are 
quiet, are sneered at as atheists. A 
spirit of fanatical bigotry prevails, at 
which enlightened and liberal Catho- 
lics themselyes are terrified. It is 
again become the fashion on the anni- 
versary day of Corpus Christi to 
preach controversial sermons against 
the Protestants. Various religious 
orders are revived; and the educa- 
tion of youth is exclusively entrusted 
to the Catholic clergy. Eclectic Rev. 


———_ 


DISTRESS IN GERMANY. 
(Continued from p. 563.) 

Tue following intcllige has 
been received from the Rev. W. Kue- 
per, German Chaplain to his Majesty, 
at St. James’, in a letter addressed 
to the Rev. Mr. Steinkopff. 


*““STAFFORD-PLaAcE, Dec. 19, 1805. 


** My dear Friend, 


‘“‘“To make you sensible of the 
calamities sustained by his Majesty’s 
subjects in Hanover, I need not have 
recourse to minute details. It is 
notorious, that ever since the month 
of June, 1803, when Hanover was in- 
vaded by a French army, that coun- 
try has been ruined, and the well-be- 
ing of most of its loyal inhabitants 
destroyed systematically. | Exorbi- 
tant contributions were raised; and 
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every month new taxes invented, that 
fell most heavily on all, even on the 
lowest class of the subjugated ; while 
thousands of French conscripts, who 
wanted every thing, successively 
poured in, and were quartered in 
great numbers on every housekeeper, 


and /odger, and when clothed and fed’ 


were called away, to give room to 
others, that were to be provided for 
in the same manner, Svon the most 
industrious men throughout the coun- 
try became unabie to bear these ex- 
penses ; all commerce and business 
being nearly stopped—the levied 
money being sent to France in large 
sums—the harvests proving scanty, 
and the prices of every thing rising in 
proportion a3 more was wanted, — 
made the sad effects of this public ca- 
lamity to be wofully felt, especially 
in those communities and families, 
which had formerly supported them- 
selyes by their industry. In every 
town, and every village, many honest, 
reputable people were reduced to 
beggary, and almost brought to de- 
spair for want of the absoiute neces- 
saries of life. After having sold and 
pawned whatever they had to part 
with, numbers of them I know have 
been obliged to leave their homes, 
their starving wives and children; 
and some have fled over to England 
to enrol themselves as privates in his 
Majesty’s army, amongst whom were 
clergymen’s sons, and several other 
respectable persons, who had for- 
merly followed mercantile or lt- 
erary professions. It was not before 
things were come to this extremity 
that part of the French invaders, by 
the movements of Prussia, were 
obliged to withdraw, clearing away 
most of the cattle that had been left 
to the tinhappy peasantry. But yet 
several thousands of the enemy still 
oceupy the fortress of Hameln, 
plaguing its inhabitants, destroying 
aud pillaging the country around ; 
and a large army of English, Rus- 
gian, Prussian, and Swedish troops 
is now assembling: to provide for 
these, all the grain of the exhausted 
country has already been threshed 
out by order of government. And 
aithough they are no longer exposed 
to the ‘points of French bayonets, vet 
such is now the situation ef many 
thousands of my poor countrymen, 
that, I can assure you, on authentic 
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intelligence, they are in the greatest. 
want of relief, and are most sorely 
distressed to get bread for them- 
selves and for their children, and to 
be sheltered from the cold. 

** My worthy friend, yours entire- 
ly, W. Kvueper.” 

This affecting communication made 
a strong impression on the Commit- 
tee, and in consideration of the length 
and severity of the sufferings of the 
Hanoverians, a considerable sum was 
appropriated to their immediate relief. 





London, Fan. 17, 1806. 

Since the first publication of the 
preceding documents, the Committee 
have been favoured with many liberal 
subscriptions, which have enabled 
them to afford supplies to numbers of 
the distressed inhabitants of the con- 
tinent ; and they are now greatly en- 
couraged to persevere in their en- 
deavours to assist the poor sufferers 
in various parts of Germany. 

In publishing some of the following 
letters, the Committee, for obvious 
reasons, have deemed it proper not 
to give the authors’ names. The 
writers are persons highly respecta- 
ble, and well known to some of the 
Committee : and it should be observ- 
ed, that none of them will be partak- 
ers of this bounty, being themselves 
above want: thie joy they express 
arises purely from the happiness they 
feel in being the honoured almoners 
of this providential relief. 
Translation of a Letter from a respect- 

able Clergyman in Germany, dated 

December 6, 1805. 

“ Your letter of the 22nd of Noy. 
1805, addressed to our highly re- 
spected friend , had an astonish- 
ing effect on him, andonus all The 
determination of English Philanthro- 
pists to relieve those who are suffer- 
ing all the calamities of war, we just- 
ly ascribe to a very gracious interpo- 
sition of Divine Providence, and are 
fully convinced, that what they now 
sow, they shall more abundantly reap 
at the day of the great harvest, when 
all the blessings now implored for 
them, shall richly descend upon them, 
We were forcibly struck with this pas- 
sage : * God is able to make all 
grace abound towards you, that ve 
always having sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work, as 
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it is written, He hath dispersed abroad, 
he hath given to the poor; his righteous- 
ness remaineth forever.” O how great 
is the mercy of our God and Saviour 
towards those who were on the very 
brink of destruction! 

“The sum of £ 100 we have already 
received from Messrs. , of 
; and, in the name of so many 
sufferers, we beg to express our most 
sincere and respectful thanks to all 
their benefactors. At the same time 
we humbly pray that God, who is the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, 
may impart to us that wisdom which 
is requisite, in order to distribute 
these charitable gifts in a most pru- 
dent, equitable and beneficial man- 
ner. We wish to do nothing rashly, 
but deliberately. Our nextshall give 
you particulars.” 








Translation of a Letter from a respec- 
table Merchant in Nuremberg, dated 
December 6, 1805. 

«I cannot express the excess of my 


_ joy, when I received your letter of the 
- 29nd of November, in which I read 


with astonishment, that One Hundred 
Pounds sterling have been assigned 
to our distribution among those Aus- 
trians, and others, who have been 
plunged by the war into poverty, want 
and distress. I felt like Peter at the 
miraculous draught of fishes, and was 
so overcome by the view of this prov- 
idential assistance, that I could not 
help exclaiming, “‘ Lord, depart from 
me, I am a sinful man !” I immedi- 
ately went and communicated your let- 


ter to my highly respected friend” 


We looked at each other 
without knowing what to say for joy 
and gratitude. On my knees I will 
adore my God, and call upon all my 
fellow-christians to join me in thanks 
and praises tothe Most High. Oh! 
what will be the reward of all those 
nobleminded and generous Christians 
in London, and Great Britain, who, 
from so great a distance, hastened to 
our relief. As soon as I had received 
the £ 100, I placed it in the hands of 
the Rev. Mr. ——, till we can obtain 
from different ministers and magis- 
trates the best information respect- 
ing those families and individuals who 
have suffered most severely. We will 
pay a due regard to good and pious 
people ; but wherever we meet with 
great distress, we shall think it our 
Vol. II. No. 1. G 
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duty to administer relief... There wil 
be soon a meeting of a committee, at 
which the matter will be more fully 
considered ; and in due time we will 
send you more circumstantial ac- 
counts, and letters of thanks we may 
receive, in order that you may see what 
emotions of joy and gratitude your 
gifts have caused.” 


Translation of a Letter from Heidel- 
berg, dated December 8, 1805... 

** From Messrs. — » Lreceived 
your very acceptable letter of the 22nd 
of November, the contents of which 
filled me with inexpressible joy. O! 
thank in my name those excellent 
friends, who have so kindly thought 
upon their suffering brethren in Ger- 
many. God will rewardthem. ‘In 
as much as you have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 

“« The plan I shall adept in execu- 
ting this most delightful commission, 
is as follows :———In the first place, I 
have this day written both to Stutt- 
gardt and Nuremberg, in order to 
inform myself of the districts they in- 
tend to relieve ; and by entering into 
a correspondence with them, I, as well 
as they, shall be better enabled the 
more equally to distribute the money 
committed to each of us. In the dis- 
trict, which falls to mv lot, I will look 
out for some intelligent and conscien- 
tious men, with whom I may consult 
on the best method of, affording relief, 
and whom I can entrust with the dis- 
posal of some part of the money, 
From each I shall take a receipt, kee 
anexact account of the whole expendi. 
ture, and finally send it over to you, 
for my own satisfaction, and that of 
the Committee.” 

Translation of a Letter from Stutt- 
gardt, dated December 13, 1805. 

** With the most lively impressions 
I have just recejved your intelligence 
of the considerable present, which 
some English and German friends 
have made to such of our country- 
men as have suffered most severel 
by the calamities of war. I willc 
together all those Gentlemen whom 
you have named, with the addi- 
tion of some others ; the money 
shall be most conscientiously tHiscoled 
of, and with due regard to all the par-. 
ticulars you mentioned, and when this 
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has been done, a report shall be trans- 
mitted to you. , 

P. S. Since the above was written, 
I have received the remittance of 
% 100 sterling.” 


* 


Translation of a Letter from a respec- 
table Gentleman in Suabia, dated De 
cember 14, 1805. 

“In the Electorate of Wertem- 
berg, the districts that have most suf- 
fered are those of Heidenheim, Koen- 
igsbrunn, and Blaubeuren. As it was 
impossible so speedily to provide such a 
vast quantity of provisions as was de- 
manded,every thing that could be found 
was taken away without scruple, sothat 
the poor inhabitants had nothing left 
for themselves. Had the armies kept 
their position near Ulm but a few days 
longer, whole districts must have em- 
igrated, or have been starved to death. 
The soldiers were not satisfied with 
taking all the provisions they could 
find, but also appropriated to them- 
selves many other things. The ten- 
der voice of humanity seemed entirely 
suppressed. One whole village in 
our neighbourhood was entirely plun- 
dered without any act of hostility 
having taken place, or any offence 
been given, but that the inhabitants 
did not possess what the French sol- 
diers required them to furnish. From 
the clergyman they took literally ev- 
ery thing but his shirt. He, among 
the rest, shall partake of the benefac- 
tion from England. Several other 
villages met with a similar fate.” 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Ea Trobe, dated Neville’s-Court, 
Fetter- Lane, London, Fan. 21, 1806. 
** Great distress prevails in Upper 

Lusatia, Bohemia, and the adjacent 

parts, among the poorer classes of so- 

ciety, amongst*whom are many truly 
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pious families, in connexion or ac- 
quaintance with our brethren. I yes- 
terday received a letter from Hertn- 
hut, stating the misery of the peo- 
ple in that neighbourhood to be ab 
great indeed, and likely to rise sti 
higher before the next harvest. Our 
brethren at Herrnhut, and elsewhere, 
have exerted themselves to the ut- 
most of their power, and by their con- 
nexions have procured corn, &c. when 
none else could get it, and thereby 
have kept many poor families from 
perishing with hunger: but now the 
scanpity begins to be felt in all our set- 
tlements, and there is an almost total 
stagnation of all business. The poor 
linen manufacturers in Lusatia, Bo- 
hemia, &c. are entirely destitute of 
employ. ' 
“Two of our Missionaries, going 
to Surinam, told me, that prany peo- 
ple had died in consequence of the 
unwholesomeness of the articles they 
were obliged to substitute for bread.” 


The Committee most readily re- 
solved to employ the United Brethren, 
(commonly called Moravians,) to dis- 
tribute a considerable portion of re- 
lief in the districts above-mentioned : 
By the vicinity of their residence to 


‘Moravia, the late scene of dreadful 


conflict and devastation, they will be 
enabled to penetrate the most insula- 
ted abodes of misery in those coun- 
tries, and to relieve the wretched in- 
habitants who survived the late ter- 
rible contest. 


cP A letter from the Secretary of 
the Landon Missionary Soctety to one o 
the Editors of the Panoplist, dated Feb. 
1806, states, that more t 10,000 /. 


sterling had already 6 lected in 
England for the cnr ncd tices. 
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LInDLEY Murray. 


Tue celebrated Linptey Mur- 
ray has lately added to his long cat- 
alogue of useful publications, an Em 


glish Spelling Book, which if we may 
judge from the sentiments of the 
British critics, and from its sale, 
may be pronounced his chef d’eucre. 
So great is the reputation of this lit- 
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tle school book, in England, that four . 


editions, making thirty six thousand 
copies, were required to supply the 
demand, during. the first six months 
after its appearance ; a sale unpre- 
cedented in any modern publication. 
In this country also, three editions 
have already been issued from the 
press; and a fourth, from the Lon- 
den copy, greatly improved and en- 
larged, we understand, will soon be 
published at New-York. Like all 
the former works of this excellent 
Author, its pages are rendered sub- 
servient to the promotion of piety and 
virtue; atthe same time, so diversi- 
fied and enlivened with interesting 
stories, and instructive sentiments, 
as to be peculiarly attractive to the 
infant mind of the learner. 

The improvement attempted in the 
orthography, consists chiefly in the 
division of syllables. We regret that 
the nature and extent of our work will 
not admit of giving a.copious analysis 
of a book, which promises to become 
general in our schools. We must 
however quote the Author’s reasons 
for his division of syllables, from 
which it will be seen, that he does not 
concur with some modern ortho- 
graphers. The following remarks 
are from the fourth English edition. 

“1. The rapid pronunciation of 
two syllables, so as to resemble the 
sound of one syllable, does not, in fact, 
make them one. The words dusi- 
ness, colonel, victuals, ashamed, be- 
lieved, &c. are pronounced as two 
syllables, though they are really 
three. 

“©2. The division adopted renders 
the gradations in spelling, a word, 
more simpte, and much easier to the 
learner, nine the letters. 
If spelling is made practicabie and ea- 
sy to children, by dividing words into 
syllables, it follows, that the more 
this division can be conyeniently ex- 
tended, the better it is calculated te 
answer the end. 

“3. The old plan of dividing these 
letters, or terminations, is uniform 
and invariable: the new plan, of not 
dividing them, is.liable to numerous 
exceptions, and frequent variations. 

“4. Combining or separating 
syllables according to the pronuncia- 
tion, would present still more irregu- 
far and uncouth appearances, than the 
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association of letters, vowels and 
consonants, to suit the pronuncia- 
tion. The following are a few speci- 
mens: on-ion, o-cean, msi. oI pon- 
tard, court-ier, scutch-eon, bril-liant-ly, 
per-fid-ious-ly, punc-til-io, jus-tic-iar-y. 

*° 5. Ifthe combinations of letters 
pronounced as one syllable, were te 
have. a correspondeut arrangement, 
we should have an extremely difficult, 
as wellas an extremely irregular mode 
of dividing our words into syllables. 
How would the advocates for divi- 
ding according to the pronunciation, 
divide the words déusiness, colonel, 
victuals, sevennight, moved, stuffed, 
devoured, abused, and many others of 
a similar nature? A rule, which, at 
best, is so inconvenient, and which in 
numerous instances cannot be re- 
duced to practice, certainly does not ; 
merit adoption. 

‘¢6. The best authorities, as well as 
a great majority of them, may be ad- 
duced in support of this division. 
Walker, inthe last editien of his dic- 
tionary, says, * Though tion and sion 
are really pronounced in one syNable, 
they are, by almost aH our orthoe- 
pists, divided into two; and conse- 
quently, nation, pronunciation, oecca- 
sion, evasion, &c. contain the same - 


‘number of syllables, as natie, pro- 


nunciatio, occasio, evasio, in L.atin. 

** On the whole, we think that the 
old plan, whilst it possesses so much 
superiority, is liable to no inconveni- 
ence. Even pronunciation is as 
readily acquired by it, as by the new 
plan. The learner cannot know that 
tion sounds like shun, tial like shal, 
science like shense, &c. till his teacher 
directs him to this pronunciation : 
and the same direction will teach him 
that ti-on, ti-al, sci-ence, &c. have the 
same sounds. Much therefore is lost. 
and nothing gained, by the new divi- 
sion.” 

We cannot conclude this article 
without congratulating the public, and 
the heads Wieutabeies in particular, 
on the acquisition of the complete 
system of education, which the e/even 


- different works of Lindley Murray 


now compose. Beginning at the very 
vestibule of literature, the attentive 
learner may now ascend from ‘the 
First Book for children, step by step, 
through the Spelling Book, the Intro- 
duction, to the English Reader, the 
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English Reader, the ito the Rea- 
der, the Abridged Grammar, the Gram- 
mar, Exercises to the Grammar, Key 
to the Exercises, Lecture Francois, and 
Power of Religion on the Mind, till he 
has attained te every necessary ac- 
complishment in the English lan- 


guage. . 

The rank which our countryman* 
has acquired in the literary world, 
cannot be contemplated, but with 
satisfaction, by every American, who 
feels an honest pride in beholding 
these proofs of the falsehood of the 
assertion made by certain French 
philosophers, that genius could not 
originate in the western hemisphere. 
Lindley Murray, as a grammarian, 
now stands without a rival. His En- 
glish Grammar has the encomiums of 
every transatlantic writer of taste and 
judgment. Twelve thousand copies 
of it are sold annually in London, and 


*. It may not be generally known that 
Lindley Murray is a native of New- 
York and a member of the Society of 
Friends. He was bred to the profession 
of the law, in which he promised to 

come one of its most. shining orna- 
ments. But being attacked with a 
painful and. tedious illness, which 
terminated in the loss of the use of his 
lower extremities, he adopted the advice 
of his physicians, and took a voyage 
across the Atlantic. His indisposition, 
however, on his arrival in England, in- 
stead af lessening, increased to such a 
degree, that he found it necessary to de- 
Ser the pees of his return till some 
favourable change should take place in 
hjs disorder, He therefore purchased a 
beautifnd retreat in the neighbourhood of 
York, where, with an amiable wife, he 
has remained nearly twenty years, and 
where indeed he has employed those 
faculties, with which he has been so 
preeminently endowed by Providence, to 
the benevolent purpose of composing his 
numerous works on t 
youth. This retreat is not less distin- 
guished for the attractions it presents to 
literary’ men, than for the hospitality 
which reigns at its board. The whole 
of the profits, which it may be imagin- 

are very great, arising from. the sale 
of his books, have been bestowed upon 


twenty four thousand of the abridg- 
ment. In ouf own country also the 
sale is perhaps not less extensive. 
Most of our Universities, espeially 
those at New Haven, Princeton, New- 
York, Philadelphia, wat 
and Schenectady have adopted this 
Grammar ; and ere long perhaps no 
other will be used in any College in 
America. | 

There could not be offered a 
stronger confirmation of the justness 
of the character we have given of 
these publications, than will be found 
in the following quotation from the 
late Dr. Hugh Blair, who thus cons 
veyed his sentiments on those which 
were then published. 

“Mr. Murray’s Grammar, with the 
Exercises and Key, in a separate vol- 
ume, I esteem as a most excellent 
performance. I think it superior to 
any work of that nature we have yet 
had ; and I am persuaded that it is, 
by much, the best Grammar of thé 
English language extant. On Syn- 
tax in particular he has shown a 
wonderful degree of acuteness and 
precision, in ascertaining the proprie- 
ty of language, and rectifying the 
numberless errors, which writers are 
apt to commit. Were I only begin- 
ning My course, as Il am now (in my 
83d year) on the point of finishing it, 
I would have hoped to have been 
much benefited in point of accurate 
siyle by his instructions and exam- 
ples. Most useful they must certain- 
ly be to all who are applying themselves 
to the arts of composition,” é. 


charitable institutions. Possessed of an 
independent fortune, and having no chil- 
dren to provide for, he appears to chera. 
ish, as his only wish, the pos of be- 
ing useful to his fellow creatures. Ina. 
late letter to a fran in this country, af - 
ter modestly adverting to the unparallel- 
ed sale and reputation.of , his books in. 
Europe, he concludes, “ I hope that this 





education of flattering success has no improper effect 


upon me. J am sure that my manifold 
imperfections are sufficient ta check ela- 
tion of mind, and to make me humble. 
I do indeed feel grateful to the Author, 
of all good, that under my long contin. 
ued bodily infirmities, I am not yet @ 
useless being in the world,” re 
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List of New Publications. AS 


List of Rew Publications, 


The Shade of Plato ; or, a defence 
of religion, morality, and government. 
A poem in four parts. By David Hitch- 
cock. To which is prefixed, a 
sketch of the author’s lifé» Hudson. 
H. Croswell. 12 mo. 

A new edition of this work is contem- 
plated in Boston. 

Twelve letters addressed to Rev. 
Samuel Austin, a. M. in which his 
vindication of partial washing for 
Christian Baptism, contained in ten 
letters, is reviewed and disproved. 
By Daniel Merrill, a. m. pastor of the 
church of Christ in Sedgwick. 12 mo. 
pp. 96. Boston. Manning & Loring. 

An answer to this has been published 
by Mr. Austin at Worcester. 


A treatise on the Diseases of Child-. 


ren, and management of infants from 
the birth. By Michacl Underwood, 
M. D. Licentiate in Midwifery, of the 
Royal College of Physicians in Lon- 
don, &c. &. Second American from 
the sixth London edition. 8vo. pp. 270. 
Boston. D. West. 

Reflections on the Rise and Fall of 
the ancient Republics, adapted to the 
present state of Great Britain. By Ed. 
ward W. Montague, jun. 12mo. pp- 
336. Philadelphia. C. P. Wayne. 

A sermon, preached in the audi- 
ence of His Excellency Caleb Strong, 
Governor, His Honor Edward A 
Robbins, Esq. Lieutenant Governor, 
the Hon. the Council, Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, on 
the Anniversary Election, May 28, 
1806. By Samuel Shepard, A. M. 
Congregational Minister of Lenox. 
Boston. Young & Minns. 1806. 

A diseamec ‘on the necessity and 
importance of wisdom and knowledge, 
delivered at the opening of the Lin- 
colIn Academy in New Castle, Octo- 
ber 1, 1805. By Kiah Bayley, A. M, 

astor of the church in New Castle. 
scasset. Babson and Rust. 

The Happy nation, a sermon, 
preached at the Anniversary Elec- 
tion in Hartford, May’ 8, 1806. 
By Rev. William.Lyman, A. M. pas- 
tor of a church in East Haddam. 
Hartford. Hudson and Goodwin. 

A sermon, preached before the 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- 





rian church in the United States of 
America; by appointment of their 
standing committee of Missions, by 
Eliphalet Nott, D, D. President of 
Union College in the State of New 
York, May 19, 1806. Philadelphia, 
Jane Aitken. 

The Virginia Religious Magazine, 
published under the patronage of the 
Synod of Virginia, by the Editor, 
Volume II, for the year 1806. Lex- 
ington. Samuel Walkup. 

Sanctuary Waters; er the spread 
of the. gospel. A Sermon, preached 
before the Massachusetts Baptist 
Missionary Society, at their annual 
meeting, by William Collier, A, M. 
pastor of the Baptist church in 
Charlestown, (Mass.) Boston, May 
28, 1806. Manning & Loring. 

A Sermon, preached before the 
convention of the clergy of Massa- 
chusetts, Boston, May 29, 1806. By 


Joseph Lyman, D. D. pastor of the. 


church in Hatfield. Boston, David 
Carlisle. 

Bonaparte, and the French people 
under his Consulate. Translated 
from the German. The first Ameri- 
can edition. New York. Isaac Col- 
lins and Son. Sold also by E. Cot- 
ton, Boston. 


The fulfilling. of the- Scripture, or’ 


an essay, shewing the. exact accom- 


plishment of the word-of-God in his_ 


works performed and-to be perform- 


ed, for confirming of believers, and_ 


convincing Atheists of the present 
time : Containing some rare histo- 
ries of the works and the servants of 
God in the church of Scotland. By 


Rev. Robert Fleming, pastor of a 


church in Rotterdam. Charlestown. 
1806. Samuel Etheridge. 
Universalism confounds and de- 
stroys itself’; or, Letters to a Friend; 
in four parts. Part 1. Dr. Hunting. 


ton’s and Mr. Relly’s scheme, which | 


denies all future punishment, shown 
to be made up of: contradictions. 


2. Dr. Chauncy’*s, Mr. Winchester’s, 
Petitpierre’s, and Med. Dr. Young’s 
scheme, which a ape a limited 
punishment hereafter, shown to be 
made up of contradictions. 3. Ev. 
erlasting, forever, forever and ever, 
naturally and originally, mean dura- 
tion without end. 4. The sufficiency 
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A6 Ordination. 


of the atonement, for the salvation of 


all, consistent with the final destruc-. 


tion of a part of mankind. Also, the 
second death explained. Interspers- 
ed with direct arguments in proof of 
the endless misery of the damned ; 
and answers to the popular objections 
of the present day, against the doc- 
trines of grace. By Josiah Spauld- 
ing, A. M. pastor of a church in 
Buckland. Northampton, ( Mass.) 
Andrew Wright. 1805. | 

Preparation for war the best secu- 
rity for peace. Illustrated in a Ser- 
mon delivered before the Ancient and 
Honourable Artillery Company, on 
the Anniversary of their election of 
officers, June 2, 1806. By James Ken- 
dall. Munroe and Francis. 

The Boston Directory, containing 
the names, occupations, places of 
abode, and business of the inhabi- 
tants. A list of the streets, lanes, 
courts, alleys, wharves, &c. &c. 
Bounds of the new wards. Lists of 
public offices, town officers, physi- 
clans, sextons, &c. List of post 
towns, &c. kc. Illustrated by a plan 
of the town. Boston. E. Cotton. 

The Christian Monitor. No. 2. 
Containing observations on the life 


al character of Jesus Christ. Mun-. 


roe and Francis. Buston, 

Nine Discourses on Baptism, viz. 
Water Baptism, Christian Baptism, 
Believer’s Baptism, Infant Baptism, 
Believing parents and their children 
In covenant -with God, Being buried 
with Christ in Baptism ‘illustrated. 
To which is annexed, Mrs. Jackson’s 
confession. Boston.. David Carlisle. 
1806. 

The Sacred Mirror; or, Compen- 
dious View of Scripture History. 
Contaming a faithful narration of all 
the principal events recorded in the 
Old and New Testaments, from the 
creation of the world to the death of 
St. Paul. » With a continuation from 
that period to the final destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans. Design- 
ed for the mental improvement of 


June, 


youth; and particularly adapted +o 


the use of schools. By the Rev. 
Thomas Smith, author of the Univer- 
sal Atlas, &c. First American edi- 
tion. To which is added a copious 
index, not in the English edition. 
Boston. Samuel H. Parker. 1806. 

Sermons on the religious education 
of children; preached at Northamp- 
ton. By Philip Doddridge, D. D. 
A new edition, revised and corrected. 
Cambridge. W. Hilliard. 1806. 

A Sermon on Fraud. By Thomas 
Wilson, D. D. Bishop of Sodor and 
Mann... First American edition, re- 
vised and corrected. Cambridge. 
W.. Hilliard. 

A’ Present for your Neighbour; 
or, the right knowledge of God and 
ourselves, opened in a plain, practi- 
cal, and experimental manner. Cam, 
bridge. W. Hilliard. ) 

A Discourse concerning meekness, 
By Rey. Matthew Henry. First 
American edition. Cambridge. W. 
Hilliard. 

A short and easy method with De- 
ists, wherein the certainty of the 
Christian religion is demonstrated by 
infallible proof from four rules, in a 
letter to a friend. Cambridge. W. 
Hilliard. 

(PThe five last publications are is- 
sued in large,editions of each, by the 
Massachusetts Society for promoting 
Christian knowledge, and the Trus- 
tees of Phillips’ Academy, for charit- 
able distribution. A number of each 
are reserved for sale at a cheap rate 
for the benefit of the Society above 
named, by their agent, William Hil 
liard, Cambridge ; also by E. Lin- 
coln, Boston. 

a 

In the press, Hore Pauling ; or, 
the Trath of: the Scripture’ History 
of St. Paul, evinced by a comparison 
of the epistles, which bear his name, 





with the Acts of the apostles, and . 


with one another. By William Pa- 


ley, D. D. Archdeacon of Carlisle., 


W. Hilliard. Cambridge. 








Ordination, | 


Ow Thursday, the 5th of June, 


—— 


gational Church in Becket, 


1806, the Rev. Joseph L. Mills was ' parts'in the public exercises on the 
ordained Pastor of the First Congre- 


occasion were performed in the pres- 


The — 


9 


» pies 





eR 
She 











1806. ] Poetry. AT 


ence of a numerous assembly, whose 
silent attention bore testimony to the 
solemnity of the scene. The Rev. 
William G. Ballantine, of Washing- 
ton, made the introductory prayer. 
The Rev. Asahel Hooker, of Goshen, 
(Con.) preached the sermon from 1 
Cor. iii. 4, 5, 6. The Rev. Dr. West, 
of Stockbridge, made the consecrat- 
ing prayer. The Rev. Aaron Bas- 
com, of Chester, gave the charge. 
The Rev. Alvan Hyde, of Lee, gave 
the right hand of fellowship. The 


Rev. Samuel Shepard, of Lenox, 
made. the concluding prayer.—The 
great length of time in which the peo- 
ple of this religious society have been 
destitute of the stated administration 
of the gospel and its ordinances, and 
the numerous difficulties under which 
they have laboured, respecting their 
ecclesiastical affairs, render it peculi- 
arly pleasing to the friends of Zion, to 
witness the present union and har- 
mony existing among them. 








poetry, 


GENTLEMEN; 


To tHe Epirors. 


In a garden belonging to Mr. Tyrrs at Denbigh in Surry, England, is a walk ter- 
minated by a beautiful alcove, called Il Penseroso, in which are two elegantly 
carved pedestals, upon which are placed a Gentleman’s and a Lady’s skull: each 
thas addresses the male and female visitants. H. J. 

— 2+ ae 


THE GENTLEMAN’S SKULL. 


Wuy start ? The case is yours or will be soon, 
Some years perhaps, perhaps another moon. 
Life, at its utmost length, is still a breath, 

And those who longest dream must wake in death. 
Like you I once thought every blics secure, 

And gold of every ill a certain cure ; 

Till steep’d in sorrow, and besieg’d with pain, 
Too late I found all earthly riches vain. 

Disease with scorn thrust back the sordid fee, 
And death still answer’d, “* What is gold to me ?” 
Fame, titles, honours, next I vainly sought, 

And fools obsequious nurs’d the childish thought. 
Circled with brib’d applause, and purchas’d praise, 
I built on endless grandeur, endless days, 

Till death awak’d me from my dream of pride, 
And laid a prouder beggar at my side. 

Pleasures I courted, and obey’d my taste, 

The banquet smil’d, and smil’d the gay repast. 

A loathsome carcase was my constant care, 

And worlds were ransack’d but for me to share. 
Go on, vain man, to luxury be firm, 

Wet know, I feasted but to feast a worm. 


Already sure, less terrible I seem, 

And you, like me, shall own, that life’s a dream. 
Farewel ; remember, nor my words despise, 
The only happy, are the early wise. 


+ Se 


THE LADY’S SKULL. 


Blush not, ye fair, to own me—But be wise, 
Nor turn from sad mortality your eyes. 
Fame says, and fame alone can tell how true, 
I once was lovely and beloy’d like you. 
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Where are my votaries? Where my flatterers now? 
Fled with the subjects of each lover’s vow. 
Adieu, the roses red, the lilies white ; ‘ 
Adieu, those eyes, which miade the darkness light. 
No more; alas, those coral lips are seen, 

Nor longer breathes the fragrant gale between. 
Turn from your mirror, behold in me 

At once what thousands can’t, or dare not see. 
Unvarnish’d, I the real truth impart, | 
Nor here am plac’d but to direct the heart. 

Survey me well, ye-fair ones, and believe, 

The grave may terrify, but can’t deceive. 

On beauty’s fragile state no more depend, 

Here youth and pleasure, age and sorrow end. 
Here drops the mask, here shuts the final scene, 
Nor differs grave threescore from gay fifteen. 

All press alike to that same goal, the tomb, 

Where wrinkled Laura smiles at Chloe’s bloom. 


When coxcombs flatter, and when fools adore; 
Here learn this lesson, to be vain no more; 
Yet virtue still against decay can arm, 

And even lend mortality a charm. 


ee | OD 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


D.D. on Religious Sincerity, and his Short Remarke on Miracles, are receiy- 
ed. This new Correspondent will accept our thanks for his excellent commu- 
nications. We shall fecl ourselves particularly obliged by a continuance of 
his favours, through the friendly hand, that forwarded the above. 

In the Remarks on the Death of Mr. Gibbon, by W.we are happy to recor- 
nize the hand of a former Correspondent, to whom we wish more frequently 
to acknowledge our obligations. 

H. on Christian Faithfulness, exemplified in the Conduct of Daniel, shall ap- 
pear in our next number. 

We have received the well written Sketch of the Character and Exercises of 
Miss A.D. Communications of this kind are always peculiarly acceptable, 
especially from this Correspondent. 

L. on the Effects of Human Apostasy, has just come to hand, and is placed 
on our files for publication. 

PxtLo.oGos, No. &, on the Decalogue, is neeessarily delayed till our next. 


AGENTS FOR THE PANOPLIST. 


Messrs. Cusutnc & AppLeton, Salem; Thomas & Wuippre, Newbury- 
port; W.Burcer, Northampton; Wuitinc & Backus, Albany; Georce 
Ricuarps, Utica; CoLtuins & Perxins, New York; W. P. Farranp, 
Philadelphia; Isaac Beers & Co. New Haven, O. D. Cook, Hartford ; 
BENJAMIN Cummins, Windsor, Vt.; JosepH Cusurnc, Amherst, N. H. ; 
Mr. Davis, Hanover, N.H.; Rev. Auvan Hyps, Lee; Me.; J. Kenne- 
py, Alexandria. , 





